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Mr. Tracuer,—It is long, since Dr. Emmons’s Election Ser- 
mon, preached at Boston in 1798, was out of print. Of late years, 
I have heard frequent enquiries for it, by ministers and others. The 
very appropriate and interesting subject of this sermon, and the in- 
genuity and eloquence with which it is treated, place it high above 
the level of ordinary Election Sermons. I have thought it very de- 
sirable that this discourse should, by some means, be reprinted :— 
and as it might be difficult, at present, to obtain a reprint in a pam- 
phlet form; I should feel obliged, and presume many others would 
be, if you could find room for this most excellent sermon in the pa- 
ges of the Telegraph. A Constant Reaper. 


AN ELECTION SERMON, 
PREACHED MAY 30, 1798. 
By Nathanael Emmons, D. D., Franklin, Mass. 


DaniEt vi. 28. So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in 
the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 


Tue prosperity of this noble ruler, clearly appears from the whole 
history of his life. Though, in his youth, he was carried away cap- 
tive from Judea to Babylon; yet that dark and distressing scene 
soon opened the way to a brighter prospect. His high descent, his 
graceful appearance, and his shining talents, secured the royal fa- 
vor, and the peculiar privilege of a public education. Having fin- 
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ished his academical course, he was presented, in usual form, be- 
fore the reigning monarch ; who, strictly inquiring into his profi- 
ciency in learning, found him not only superior to all his companions, 
but ten times better than all the magictans and astrologers in all his 
realm. Pleased with this promising youth, he took him into his 
own presence, and employed him in his own service. This was 
only a short and easy step to higher preferment. Being called to 
tell, and to interpret the king’s dream, which no other man was 
able to do, he was immediately advanced above all the governors in 
the province of Babylon. Though he had now scarcely reached 
the years of manhood, yet he faithfuly and honorably discharged the 
duties of his office, during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, during the 
reign of Evil-Merodach, and until the close of the reign of Belshazzar. 
At that portentious period, he was sent fur, to read, and to explain the 
hand-writing on the wall, which contained the awful doom of that vile 
and impious prince ; for which he was raised to higher dignity, and 
made the third ruler in the kingdom. The following night, Baby- 
lon was taken, Belshazzar was slain, and all his dominions thrown 
into the hands of Darius the Mede, by the victorious arms of Cyrus 
the Persian. Upon this large accession to his empire, Darius found 
it necessary to mgke a new arrangement in the departments of state. 
And in this new arrangement, he took particular notice of the cele- 
brated Daniel, and placed him at the head of an hundred and twenty 
princes. Here, in spite of all his enemies, he continued to prosper, 
until Cyrus took the full possession of the Persian monarchy. ‘That 
auspicious event gave him a free and easy access to Cyrus, and a 
happy opportunity of gaining a just and honorable influence over 
that greatand amiable prince. Ina word, it was the peculiar lot of 
Daniel to enjoy the favor and confidence of four of the greatest 
monarchs of the East; and to sustain, with dignity and success, 
some of the highest offices of state, for more than sixty years, in a 
constant, uninterrupted succession. Such another instance of long 
and increasing prosperity, in public life, we presume to say, cannot 
be found in the whole history of man. 

Successful men have always been revered as well as admired. — 
The Greeks and Romans held those in high estimation, who appeared 
to enjoy the peculiar smiles of the invisible powers. The same 
sentiment universally prevails in the minds of men. They spon- 
taneously conclude, that those possess some extraordinary excel- 
lence, who are uncommonly successful in any important station of 
life. And if the Supreme Being governs the natural and moral 
world, according to a previous connection between causes and 
effects ; there seems to be a just foundation to suppose, that peculiar 
prosperity is a mark of peculiar merit. Under the impression of this 
sentiment, it is very natural to inquire what extraordinary qualities 
Daniel possessed, which mutually conspired to promote his prosper- 
ity, in the management of public affairs. Here it may be proper to 
observe, 

First, That this excellent and prosperous ruler possessed superior 
powers of mind. The Father of Spirits has been pleased to display 
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the same sovereignty in the bestowment of intellectual faculties, as 
in the bestowment of inferior favors. ‘To some he has given ten 
talents; to some five;-and to some fewer. ‘The minds of different 
men are differently constructed. In one man, the memory is the 
superior power ; in another, the imagination is the most brilliant tal- 
ent; in a third, a clear and penetrating judgement is the most prom- 
inent faculty; but in Daniel, all these natural powers were equally 
strong and well proportioned. His quick apprehension and reten- 
tive memory were happily united with a strong and penetrating judg- 
ment, which formed him a great and noble genius. This appears 
from the account which we have of his mental improvements. He 
acquired knowledge with the greatest ease and rapidity ; which dis- 
covered a sprightly and retentive mind. And he was able to excel 
in every branch of science, to which he turned his attention ; which 
equally displayed the strength and symmetry of all his intellectual 
powers. ‘These, perhaps, some may choose to ascribe to the plastic 
power of education: but taking education in the most extensive 
latitude, in which Helvetius, or any other author uses the term, it 
will not account for every mental distinction. It is readily admit- 
ted, that all the objects with which a man is surrounded, and all the 
connexions and circumstances in which he is placed, will either 
strengthen, or weaken his original powers. But to ascribe these 
powers to any thing exterior to the mind itself, is no less absurd, 
than to ascribe the aftractire power of the magnet to the needle, 
which only serves to discover that peculiar property. Daniel, like ev- 
ery other man in the morning of life, was unacquainted with the 
native strength of his own mind ; but by repeated mental exertions, 
in the course of his education, he discovered those superior talents, 
which qualified him to manage the affairs of government, with great 
reputation and success. A party spirit, or the favor of friends, or a 
peculiar concurrence of circumstances, may chance to raise a man 
toa public station ; but if his natural abilities are unequal to his of- 
fice he will most certainly fall, to rise no more. But Daniel began 
to rise, by the dint of merit, and, therefore, he continued to rise 
from office to office, until he reached the next step to imperial pow- 
er. Like Julius Cesar, he was born to govern, whether he lived in 
Judea, in Babylon, in Persia, or in any other quarter of the globe. 
Secondly, Daniel possessed a large share of general information, 
which contributed to form hima great and successful politician. Civil 
government is extremely complicated and extensive, both in theory 
and in practice. It embraces all the objects in this world, and all 
the interests and concerns of men, in this life. No species of hu- 
man knowledve is foreign to the business of a statesman, who needs 
to be universally acquainted with men and things. ‘This idea was 
early and deeply impressed on the mind of Daniel. He was borna 
prince, and received a princely education. Providence directed his 
first and supreme view to the affairs of state. To be an able and 
successful politician, was the single object, which engrossed his 
whole attention, and which guided all his exertions. And no per- 
son, perhaps, ever enjoyed more ample means and opportunities of 
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attaining this object. His great capacity; his refined taste ; his 
studious habit; his early acquaintance with the solid branches of 
learning; and more especially his peculiar situation, prepared him 
to acquire the largest stock of general knowledge. 

Babylon stood on the plains of Shinar, which was the most ven- 
erable and most enlightened spot on the face of the earth. There 
the residue of men first settled afier the flood ; and there they con- 
tinued and increased, until their absurd and impious attempt to build 
the tower of Babel, proved, the occasion of a general dispersion.— 
Though this gave a universal shock to human affairs, and naturally 
checked the progress of knowledge ; yet the seeds of science were 
happily preserved by the children of Ham, who sstill remained on 
the plains of Babylon. That city, therefore, was the fountain-head 
of information. ‘There all the knowledge of both the old and of the 
new world concentrated. ‘here the arts and sciences were first 
cultivated. And there a literary society was first formed. The 
Chaldeans, who composed that society, devoted themselves wholly 
to the improvement of the mind, and made it their whole business 
to acquire and disseminate every species of rare and useful knowl- 
edge. And for this purpose, we may presume, they not only made 
deep researches into the works of nature, but also collected from 
every quarter, the most ancient and most valuable discoveries on every 
important subject. In such a circle of learned men, and in posses- 
siou of so many means of information, such a man as Daniel, who 
had a peculiar capacity and taste for learning, must have amassed 
as large a stock of human literature, as could be derived from all 
the labors and researches of antiquity. 

But I must further observe, that Daniel had the best sources of 
information in his own hands; I mean the sacred books of divine 
Inspiration. These acquainted him with the creation and fall of 
man, and the universal corruption of Luman nature. ‘These exhib- 
ited the Church of God, as the great object, to which all human 
governments ought to be subservient. These placed before him 
a form of government, which was absolutely perfect. These pre- 
sented him with the lives and characters of the greatest and best 
statesmen, for his constant imitation and encouragement. These 
reminded him of the awful fate of wicked nations and of wicked 
rulers. And these inculcated upon his own conscience his solemn 
obligations to live and act, like a dying and accountable creature. 
By reading and devoutly studying these sacred volumes, he obtain- 
ed the best political as well as religious knowledge. Such a varie- 
ty of books, however, would have been more injurious than bene- 

cial to him, had he read without reflection, or thought without de- 
cision. But his strong, capacious, discerning mind could not be 
overloaded with learning. Like Pericles, he was able, ‘‘ to turn and 
wind every thing to his own purpose,” and to apply every species of 
knowledge to a political use. The state physician needs an im- 
mense fund of political information, in order to prescribe on all oc- 
casions, a proper remedy for every political disorder. Such a source 
of political information Daniel possessed. He carried in his mind 
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the history of the world, and the experience ofages. This enabled 
him to act with propriety, in every situation, and always to succeed 
in all his public measures. But, 

Thirdly, Daniel’s extraordinary wisdom was no less beneficial than 
his great information. Nebuchadnezzar pronounced him, even in his 
youth, to be ten times better “in all matters of wisdom,” than all 
the wise men in Babylon. And before he was thirty, his eminent 
wisdom was universally known and celebrated, not only through 
the empire, but through all the neighboring nations. 

The haughty king of Tyrus had heard of the fame of his wisdom, 
otherwise he could not have felt the force of that severe reproof of 
the inspired prophet: “ Thou art wiser than Daniel.” 

Wisdom is a term of various and extensive meaning. It includes 
not only invention, but foresight and sagacity. Wisdom certainly 
implies the power of invention. It enables a man to take a clear 
and comprehensive view of things; and under that view, to form 
the noblest designs, and to adopt the best means to accomplish the 
best purposes. But after a man has devised a great and complicat- 
ed scheme, and made choice of the proper measures to carry it into 
execution, there is still occasion for what is commonly called fore- 
sight. ‘This is that part of wisdom, which looks forward to, and 
provides against, unforeseen contingencies, which may possibly de- 
feat a great and good design. But foresight is founded in sagacity, 
which is the power of discerning the near and remote connection of 
things; of discovering the peculiar dispositions of mankind; and of 
penetrating their most dark and deep designs. 

A large measure of wisdom, in all its branches, is indispensably 
necessary to form a great and good politician. Civil rulers are ob- 
liged, by the nature of their office, to be intimately concerned with 
every description of men. And unless they are “ as wise as ser- 
pents and as harmless as doves,” they are in the utmost danger of be- 
ing betrayed into measures, which will be injurious to themselves as 
well as to the public. Rehoboam lost the greatest part of his king- 
dom, by hearkening to the evil advice of young and conceited coun- 
sellors. Political storms and tempests ofien rise, in which the 
ablest statesmen find occasion to exert all their wisdom, to devise 
the best measures, to prevent the political ship from foundering. 
Daniel frequently employed his wisdom to great advantage. By 
his wise and prudent,conduct, he secured the favor and assistance 
of Cyrus, in restoring the Jews to their native land. By his great 
sagacity, he obtained the liberty of living according to the laws of 
his own religion. When he preferred his request to the superinten- 
dant of the captives, he replied, that he could not grant it, without 
endangering his head to the king. But Daniel was so perfectly ac- 
quainted with every avenue to the human heart, that he brought his 
benefactor to a cheerful compliance, even at the risk of his life. 
So, when the king had signed a rash and cruel d«cree, to destroy 
all the wise men of Babylon, ke had the “ wisdom «:id counsel” to 
stop the executioner in the discharge of his office, to appease the 
wrath of the king, and to preserve the lives of winy of his most 
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valuable subjects. By virtue of such extraordinary wisdom, he was 
able to promote his own and the public good; and to succeed in 
the administration of the most despotic government, that ever ex- 
isted. 

Fourthly, Daniel wasa manofinvincible firmness. This was but the 
natural effect of his wisdom. He was able to think for himself; to 
form his own opinions ; and to comprehend the nature and tenden- 
cy of his own designs. Having, therefore once deliberately and 
wisely concerted a nieasure, he expected to succeed, and eventually to 
gain the approbation of the public. This well-founded confidence 
inspired him, with irresistible vigor and fortitude, in the prosecu- 
tion of all his public measures. If he met with difficulty, or op- 
position, he steadily pursued his object, and appealed to the end, to 
justify the propriety of the means. He entreated Melzar to try his 
proposed expedient, and promised to renounce it, if it did not event- 
ually answer a wise and valuable purpose. So, he besought the 
king to suspend the execution of his hasty decree, only upon the 
condition, that his dream should be interpreted, and his wishes 
completely gratified. Being ever fully persuaded of the wisdom and 
rectitude of his public conduct, he was always willing to suffer the 
opposition and clamor of the multitude, until Ais wisdom and recti- 
tude should have a fair opportunity to triumph over all their preju- 
dice and folly. Such a firmness of mind is the reverse of a vain 
and foolish obstinacy, which consists in a wilful opposition to the 
dictates of wisdom. ‘This was the fault of Pharaoh, who ruined 
himselfand his kingdom, by rejecting the advice of Moses. This 
was the fault of Saul, who disobeyed the voice of Samuel, and for- 
feited his title to the throne of Israel. And this was the fault of 
Ahab, who despised the admonition of the prophet, and died as a 
fool dieth at Ramoth-Gilead. But Moses, Joshua, and Caleb, 
displayed a wise and noble firmness, in conducting the children of 
Israel to the land of promise, notwithstanding all their unreasonable 
opposition and complaints. If we consult the history of rulers, we 
shall find firmness of mind to be one of the distinguishing features 
of every great and prosperous statesman. And how often did God 
enjoin it upon the rulers of Israel, ‘to be strong and of a good 
courage,”’ in the discharge of their difficult and dangerous duties? 
There is no one thing, perhaps, more conducive to success in any 
important and difficult undertaking, than a firm, steady, unremitting 
spirit. And we have abundant reason to conclude, that this no- 
ble spirit had a large share of influence, in promoting the success 
and prosperity of Daniel, in some of the most critical and hazard- 
ous situations of his public life. 

“ifthly, ‘Thissame Daniel, who prospered so much under the most 
arbitrary princes, was a perfect pattern of inviolable integrity. By 
this is meant, that he always aimed to do justice, and to treat every 
man according to the eternal rule of right. As a ruler, he acted 
upon principle, in guarding the lives, the properties, and the char- 
acters of his subjects. Of this, we have incontestable evidence, 
even the united testimony of his most malicious enemies. ‘“ ‘Then 
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the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel 
concerning the kingdon; but they could find none occasion nor 
fault; furasmnch as he was faithful.” It is very remarkable, that 
the most critical and malignant eyes could discover no blemish in 
the integrity of Daniel, through the whole course of his public con- 
duct. But we are to remember, that he had derived his moral sen- 
timents from the pure source of divine Inspiration. He had read, 
with serious attention, the solemn charge, which Moses delivered 
to the judges of Israel. ‘‘ Hear the causes between every man and 
his brother, and the stranger that is with him. Ye shall not re- 
spect persons in judgment, but ye shall hear the small as well as 
the great: ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; the judgement 
is God’s.” He had felt the force of that divine admonition to every 
civil officer in every civil department: “ ‘That which is altogether 
just shalt thou follow.” But, perhaps, no text in the Bible had a 
more steady, powerful, and practical influence upon his mind, than 
the last words which God put into the mouth of a dying statesman. 
“ The God of Israel said, the rock of Israel spake to me, He that 
ruleth over men must be just.” 

The promotion of justice is the yltimate object of every branch 
of civil government. This is clearly and forcibly expressed, by an 
eminent British writer. ‘‘ We are,’ says he, ‘‘ to look upon all the 
vast apparatus of our government, as having ultimately no other ob- 
ject or purpose but the distribution of justice, or in other words, the 
support of the twelve judges. Kings and ‘parliaments, fleets and 
armies, officers of the court and revenue, ambassadors, ministers, 
and privy-counsellors, are all subordinate in their end to this part 
of administration.” If the support of justice be the ultimate design 
of all civil governments, then the exercise of justice must be the in- 
dispensable duty of all civil rulers. ‘They are appointed, not so 
much to promote, as to defend the public interest. ‘Though they 
have the power of enacting laws; yet they have no right to dissolve 
the solemn obligation of mutual contracts, nor to require any man 
todo a single act, which is repugnant to that immutable justice, 
which is founded in the nature of things. And though they do, in 
a sense, hold the purse-strings of the people ; yet they have no right 
to dispose of the public property for any other purpose, than the 
promotion of public justice. Ifthey grant donations to particular 
corporations, or to particular persons, they ought to do it, not for 
the sake of those particular corporations, or particular persons, but 
simply to promote the public good. Indeed, their whole public 
conduct ought to be regulated, by the infalible standard, of im- 
mutable justice. It is required of all stewards, whether sacred or 
civil, that a man be found faithful. Fidelity in civil rulers is, of all 
other virtues, the most acceptable tothe people, who universally feel 
its happy influence, in every condition of life. Hence mankind have 
always manifested an uncommon attachment to, and veneration for, 
those eminent rulers who have given uniform and unequivocal proofs 
of their moral rectitude. Aristides among the Greeks, Cato among 
the Romans, and Daniel among the Jews, will Le forever celebrated 
for their incorruptible integrity. This is the sterling excellence in 
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a statesman, which needs no inscription, nor crowned head, to 
give it a universal currency among all nations of the earth. It was 
this rare, shining, captivating virtue of integrity, that recommended 
Daniel to Jews and Babylonians; to Medes and Persians; to 
Darius and Cyrus; and to every other prince, who employed him 
in public affairs. But, 

Finally, The prosperity of Daniel, amidst all the burdens and dan- 
gers of public life, must be principally ascribed to his eminent piety 
and devotion. Like other men, who stood upon the pinnacle of 
power, he was continually exposed to the severest strokes of adver- 
sity. He came into administration in troublous times; and had a 
clear prophetic view of the dreadful convulsions, which were just 
ready to seize an expiring empire. And whilst he sat in the king’s 
gate, he was a spectator of many of those awful scenes, which were 
a fulfilment of his own predictions. He saw the haughty king of 
Babylon shook from his throne, driven from men, and degraded be- 
low the beasts that perish. He attended monarch after monarch to 
the silent mansions of the dead; and felt those heavy shocks, which 
falling princes never fail to give. And he was personally involved 
in the horrors of that memorable night which sunk a mighty empire in 
perpetual ruin. But none of these things moved him, because 
his heart was fixed, trusting in the Lord. Those national 
convulsions and revolutions, which proved so fatal to others, 
all conspired to promote Ais personal prosperity and success.— 
He secured the favor and pretection of Heaven, by his sin- 
cere and exemplary piety. He carried conviction to all a- 
round him, that he possessed a truly “ divine and excellent spirit.” 
His religion was neither a glowing enthusiasm, nor a gloomy super- 
stition ; but a pure and steady principle of universal benevolence, 
He gave God the supreme affection of his heart; and was neither 
afraid nor ashamed to profess the true religion, in the midst of a 
country and a court, that were involved in the grossest idolatry.— 
He extended his benevolent regards to all the children of men, 
whether Jews, or Gentiles. He zealously promoted the cause of 
religion ; and spent days and weeks, in humble fervent, effectual 
prayers for the prosperity of Zion. He walked within his house 
with a perfect heart, and every day called upon God, at the head of 
his family. This he did; not because it was a common and repu- 
table practice ; but because it was a plain and important duty, which 
he owed to God, and to those whom God had committed to his care 
and instruction. His family devotion was known to his enemies as 
well as to his friends ; and because there was nothing else to take hold 
of, his enemies took hold of this, as the only possible engine to work 
his ruin. Accordingly, they conspired together and obtained a royal 
decree, that “if any person should ask a petition of any God or man 
for thirty days, except of the king, he should be cast into the den of 
lions.” As soon as he knew the writing was signed, he went to 
his house, opened his windows, fell upon his knees, and three times 
a day prayed and gave thanks toGod. This threw him into the 
hands of his enemies, and out of the protection of his prince, who 
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was constrained to expose him to the furious beasts of prey. But 
his heroic faith and fervent prayers stopped the mouths of lions, de- 
feated the designs of his enemies, and smoothed the path of declin- 
ing life with signal prosperity. For it is in immediate reference to 
this astonishing event, that it is emphatically said in the words of 
our text—‘‘ So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in 
the reign of Cyrus the Persian.” 

I have now delineated the most prominent features of this great 
and amiable statesman. His life is a bright assemblage of all the 
human virtues. And it is a just and beautiful remark, that “the 
collected virtues of one man, strike the mind much more forcibly 
and advantageously, than the scattered virtues of many.” Permit 
me then to hold up the character of Daniel as a mirror, in which all 
persons, and especially those in places ef power and trust, may clearly 
and sensibly discover both what they are and what they ought to be. 

The first thing suggested by this excellent character is, that great 
and good rulers are worthy of the highest respect. Who can con- 
template the pious, virtuous, and useful life of Daniel, without pay- 
ing him the sincere homage of the heart? Whilst he was acting 
his noble part on the stage of life, the happy influence of his pub- 
lic and private virtues commanded universal admiration and esteem. 
The greatest men in his day, honored him beyond the bounds of 
duty, or even propriety. Nebuchadnezzar prostrated himself at his 
feet, and payed him the excess of Eastern complaisance. Darius 
gave him the strongest marks of sincere and ardent affection. Nor 
was he Jess esteemed in the court of heaven. The supreme Ruler 
dispatched an envoy extraordinary to assure him, “ he was greatly 
beloved” by his Maker, and by all the principalities and powers 
above. This was no unmeaning compliment, but a divine testi- 
mony to his just desert of universal love and respect. ll civil ru- 
lers of the same character, are equally objects of the highest vene- 
ration and regard. They are ministers of God for good to the peo- 
ple, and the principal instruments of all their temporal prosperity. 
Though the inventors of arts and sciences, and the promoters ofag- 
riculture and commerce, deserve the public esteem; yet wise and 
faithful rulers have a better claim to universal gratitude and respect. 
For it is ultimately owing to their exertions, that mankind derive any 
real benefit from their labors, their studies, or any of their natural 
advantages. A people may flourish in all the arts of Italy, orjabound 
in all the wealth of the Indies; and yet drag out a poor, miserable 
life, under the power and oppression of a cruel and rapacious tyrant. 
But just men, ruling in the fear of God, give a people the full enjoy- 
ment of all the blessings of Providence. Those rulers, therefore, 
who direct all their views to the public good, and exert all their 
power and influence to promote it, are great benefactors to the 
world, and deserve to be universally respected and revered. Fot 
this cause, therefore, God expressly commands every soul to be {sub- 
ject to the higher powers, not only for wrath, but also for conscience 
sake ; rendering to all in authority their dues; tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to’ whom fear; hon- 
or to whom honor. 

44 
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The pious and devout life of Daniel, in the next place, loudly 
admonishes civil rulers how much they are capable of doing, to pro- 
mote the religious as well as civil interests of the people. The 
children of Israel were extremely addicted to the worship of idols, 
from the time they made the golden calf, to the time of their cap- 
tivity in Babylon. But in that land of idols, the parent of idolatry, 
they were effectually and finally cured of their national sin. This 
great and extraordinary reformation, we must conclude, was brought 
about by the instrumentality of Daniel. The captive tribes were 
struck with his pious and exemplary conduct, in the midst of the 
worshippers of idols. ‘They saw him pay a strict and sacred regard 
to those divine rites and ceremonies, which were designed to sepa- 
rate them, from all the idolatrous nations. They saw him daily and 
devoutly worship the true God, in his own family. They saw his 
faith and piety stop the lions’ mouths. They beard, with deep 
conviction, proclamation after proclamation, published by the great 
monarchs of Babylon—giving honor to the God of Daniel, and 
pouring contempt upon every false and inferior deity. ‘They were 
acquainted with his days of mourning, fasting, and prayer, for the 
revival of religion, and prosperity of the Church. In a word, they 
saw the purest piety constantly displayed]Jin the life of a man, who 
was seated in the king’s gate, and universally loved and revered. 
And is it a thing incredible, that the pious example and influence 
of such a great and renowned ruler should awe the minds ofa whole 
nation, and constrain them to cast all their idols to the moles and 
to the bats forever? The living example of other religious rulers 
has had the same transforming influence upon the minds of their 
subjects. We read, “ The people served the Lord all the days of 
Joshua, and all the days of the Elders that outlived Joshua.” 

Among the pious kings of Judah, do we find one, who ever fail- 
ed to bring about a visible reformation in piety and virtue? And 
is it not equally true, that pious rulers, by their personal example 
and influence, have actually formed the moral and religious charac- 
ter of the people in thisland? We know, that so long as all the gov- 
ernors, senators, and representatives of this Commonwealth, were 
public professors and zealous promoters of religion, the Sabbaths 
were sanctified ; the houses of God were filled ; divine,’ institutions 
were attended ; family religion and parental authority were main- 
tained; cards, and balls, and theatres were unknown, and all open 
vice and infidelity were treated with general and just contempt.— 
Whether this was pure superstition, or pure religion, it was certainly 
owing, in a great measure, to the example of civil rulers, who meant 
to form the people to virtue and piety. It is to be expected, that 
rulers, should form the character of the people, and not that the 

eople should form the character of rulers. It was never known, 
that the house of Israel reformed one of their loose, irreligious kings ; 
but it was often known, that one pious, exemplary king reformed 
the whole nation. If Daniel had fallen into the corruptions of Bab- 
ylon, there is not the least probability, that his people could have 
prevented hisruin. But when they had forsaken the paths of virtue 





_ 


“Omeoeeoee Owe Vwewnrmevweru * 


1836. } AN ELECTION SERMON. $47 


aie 





and piety, he was able, by his personal example and influence, to 
bring them back te the worship and service of the God of their fa- 
ters. Civil rulers would find no occasion of promoting religion, by 
their laws, if they would only heartily and unitedly promote it, by 
their lives. Let them only five religion, and they will do enough to 
discharge their duty; and I will venture to add, they will do enough 
to form this people to a virtuous and religious character. For if this 
effect should not flow from the example of their virtue and piety, it 
would be a singular instance, and such an one as cannot be found 
in the history of any nation, from the beginning of the world to 
this day. If civil rulers carry the power of reformation in their own 
hands, then their obligation to reform the people, must be equal to 
that power. Let me, therefore, entreat the man of office, the man 
of honor, the man of influence, seriously to consider, that ‘ to him 
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 

Ii further appears from the character and conduct of Daniel, that 
those who sit in the highest seats of government, have no excuse to 
neglect the profession and practice of vital piety. Real religion is 
neccessafv on their own account, as well as on account of those, 
who live under the influence of their powerful example. It is hard 
to say, whether the most dignified characters deserve our veneration, 
more than our tender compassion. ‘They are certainly surrounded 
with peculiar temptations to forget their Creator, and to neglect the 
one thing needful. But Daniel has told them by his example, that 
they are under a great delusion, if they once imagine, their high 
stations and public employments, will afford them the least excuse 
for neglecting the duties of piety and devotion. They cannot seri- 
ously believe, that they have greater temptations to resist, than Dan- 
iel resisted; nor greater difficulties and embarrassments to sur- 
mount, than Daniel surmounted. He was born a prince, and spent 
his whole life in the presence of princes. But whilst he lived with 
the princes of Judah; whilst he marched with the army of the Chal- 
deans ; and whilst he resided with the gay and dissolute youth, in 
Babylon, he remembered and obeyed his Creator. Whenchis office 
seated him in the king’s gate, surrounded by profligate and infidel 
courtiers, he supported and adorned his religious profession. When 
an hundred and twenty princes sat at his feet, and the affairs of an 
hundred and tweuty princes lay upen his hands, he found time and 
opportunity forthe performance of every religious duty. And when 
propriety required him to submit to the most public and pompous 
parade ; to be clothed in the silks of Persia, and adorned with the 
gold of Ophir; and to receive the incense of public honors; he 
could silently retire in the close of the day, and humbly prostrate 
himself, as a poor, guilty worm, before the Supreme Majesty of 
heaven and earth, and devoutly implore his mercy, He very well 
knew, that though ornaments and honors might dazzle the eyes of 
unthinking multitudes, and conceal his imperfections from the view 
of men; yet they could by no means hide his heart, or conceal his 
€riminal defects from the omniscient eye of God, to whom he stood 
accountable for all his internal feelings and external donduct, If 
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young politicians, if aged statesmen, if the most dignified characters 
on earth, would seriously survey the pious and devout life of Daniel, 
they would be fully convincg!, that neither the cares, nor honors, 
nor temptations of public life, can disolve their obligations to call 
upon God; to read his word; to reverence his sanctuary ; and to 
attend all his holy and sacred institutions. Dignity and devotion 
have been, and may be united. Rulers over men have been, and, 
may be, the most humble and faithful servants of God. ‘ Be wise 
now therefore, O ye kings; be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 
Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.”” Moreover, 

The faith and piety of Daniel reprove the ignorance and presump- 
tion of those politicians, who profess and propagate the principles of 
infidelity. ‘The infidels in our Savior’s day, were men of superior 
rank and figure. And it is well known, that infidelity has common- 
ly been first imbibed and propagated by professed philosophers and 
politicians. Men of this exalted character have lately spread Athe- 
ism and infidelity through a great nation; and attempted to diffuse 
the poison of their irreligious and disorganizing sentiments among 
the people of America. Such champions of infidelity endeavor to 
shake our faith in natural and revealed religion, by carrying us back 
into the dark regions of antiquity. Hume, Voltaire, and Condorcet, 
represent mankind as being originally involved in ignorance and 
barbarism. And they pretend to trace the progress of the human 
mind, in emerging from that primitive savage state, and gradually 
rising to a nobler state of civilization, learning, and infidelity. But 
were they better acquainted with the dark regions of antiquity, and 
with the rise and progress of human improvements, than the pious and 
learned Daniel? Did they ever live with him on the plains of Shi- 
nar? Did they ever search the same records and traditions of an- 
tiqaity, which he searched? Did they ever converse with the Chal- 
deans, with whom he conversed? Were they ever personally ac- 
quainted, as he was, with the learned Amonians, who, as an incom- 
parable writer has clearly proved,* spread every species of civil, 
political, and religious knowledge, through Egypt, through Greece, 
and through every part of the inhabited world? The most learned 
infidels of the present age, who have ransacked the bowels of the 
earth, and the dark corners of the globe, to pick up arguments 
against revealed religion, are but minute philosophers, in compari- 
son with Daniel. Whilst he stood on the plains of Babylon, with 
the Bible in one hand, and all antiquity in the other, he saw, as 
clearly as the sun at noon-day the truth and divinity of that holy re- 
ligion which came down from heaven, through the medium of divine 
inspiration. All his knowledge of <he natural, moral, and political 
world, instead of weakening, confirmed his faith in the scriptures of 
truth. His strong and cordial belief of divine revelation, therefore, 
completely demonstrates, what has often been justly asserted, that 
infidelity is not seated in the head, but in the heart; and flows not 
from profound knowledge, but from a meaner and more criminal 
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cause. Is it not sufficient to strike any modern infidel en- 
tirely dumb, to ask him this plain, pertinent, pointed question, “ Art 
thou wiser than Daniel ?” 

Another important reflection, naturally suggested by the conduct 
of this able statesman, is, that civil rulers have no occasion for the 
use of art or intrigue, in any of their public measures. ‘Those who 
conduct the intricate affairs of government ought to be wise and 
prudent ; but yet they should never be artful, or designing. There 
are, however, professed politicians, who recommend this mode of 
conduct, by precept as well as example. They insinuate, that no 
man can succeed in political affairs without taking advantage ofthe 
weakness, folly, and caprice of human nature, and making use of 
measures, which are diametrically opposite to every idea of integrity. 
Some grave writers on moral and political philosophy, plainly incul- 
cate the first principles of injustice and duplicity. ‘They lay it down 
as a maxim, that politicians may and ought to make utility, or what 
they conceive to be the general good, the supreme rule of their con- 
duct. Buta great and good ruler will adopt and act upon a far 
more honest and noble principle: ‘‘ Let justice be done, though the 
universe should sink.” Daniel found wisdom and integrity abun- 
dantly sufficient to answer all his pelitical purposes, without ever 
stooping to the low arts of intrigue. ‘I'hese he was able to describe, 
and these he was able to defeat. In drawing the characters of the 
king of the North and of the king of the South, he gave a lively and 
striking picture of two profoundly artful and intriguing politicians, 
“and buth these kings’ hearts shall be to do mischief, and they 
shall speak lies at one table ; but it shall not prosper.” Whilst he 
presided over an hundred and twenty princes, he clearly and sensi- 
bly perceived the nature and tendency of that diabolical policy, 
which they employed to take away his life. But he opposed hon- 
esty to dishonesty ; justice to injustice ; wisdom to cunning ; and 
open integrity to all their dark and deep designs. Nor did he fail 
of confounding their counsels ; and of turning their own artful and 
milicious devices to their own destruction. ‘Truly wise and upright 
politicians will never find occasion to employ any other weapon 
than perfect integrity, in order to defeat the pernicious purposes. of. 
their most subtile and malignant enemies, whether at home or abroad, 
Be it so, that our present connection with distant nations may ex- 
pose us to the arts and intrigues of foreign courts; yet those, who 
have the direction of our national concerns, may rely upon. it, that 
a fair, open, upright conduct will be the best method, to frustrate 
the art, the duplicity, and unjust policy of five, or of five hundred an- 
principled politicians. 

This naturally leads me to observe, in the last place, tat civil rulers 
have sufficient encouragement to be faithful, in the discharge of all 
their public duties. These, I shall not go out of iny province to 
prescribe, nor even to suggest. If public menare |: only faithful ; 
there is no ground of anxiety about the wisdom or propriety of their 
public measures. Faithfulness, however, cannot ! too often nor 
too forcibly inculcated upon those who have man opportunities, 
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and of course many temptations to betray their trusts. But it is 
happy to reflect, that their encouragement to fidelity, is abundanitly 
sufficient to balance all their unfavorable circumstances. The favor 
of God, and the esteem of men, are the most animating motives to 
duty. ‘These had a commanding influence over the views and con- 
duct of one of the most able and upright rulers. Daniel found by 
happy experience, that honesty was the best policy. For, his faith- 
fulness to the Deity, secured Ais favor and assistance ; and his fidel- 
ity to men, secured thcir sincere and warm attachment to his person 
and interest. As he constantly persevered and increased in integri- 
ty; so he constantly increased in wealth, in honor, and outward 
prosperity. Let who would fall, Daniel stood. Let who wouldsink, 
Daniel rose. Let who would be in power, Daniel was their favor- 
ite. Let who would combine against him, Daniel always succeed- 
ed and prospered. 

Is not this example worthy of the notice and imitation of all who 
sit in the seats of government? And may I not, with great propri- 
ety, take occasion from it, to press the duty of fidelity upon the 
Honorable Legislature of this Commonwealth, which holds the first 
rank in the United States, for piety and virtue, as well as political 
impottance ? This large and religious community, are devoutly 
wishing and praying for a faithful administration of government.— 
They would shudder at the thought, that their rulers should lift their 
hands to Heaven and solemnly engage to administer a government, 
which they meant to undermine ; and to protect a people, whom 
they meant to destroy. ‘Their minds are alarmed at threatening 
dangers ; and nothing can give them ease, but an unshaken confi- 
dence in the fidelity of their rulers. They do not distrust their 
abilities: but they may entertain some apprehensions respecting 
their integrity, since their enemies boast of corrupting it. But if 
those who direct our public affairs, would only display the piety, the 
integrity, and firmness of Daniel, they would undoubtedly possess 
the entire affection and confidence of this great and intelligent peo- 
ple. Indeed, some of the first characters in this Legislature, have 
already merited and secured the esteem and attachment of an en- 
lightened part, and were it not invidious, I would add, of the most 
enlightened part of this Commonwealth. Notwithstanding the weak- 
ness and prejudice of some, we esteem it a favorable circumstance, 
that his Excellency has heretofore filled a dignified station ; in which 
he had a peculiar opportunity of discovering his uprightness, and at 
the same time of forgetting the subtilties, and imbibing the genuine 
spirit of the laws. This, and all the States in the Union, are much 
indebted to many eminent civilians, for the knowledge, the wisdom, 
and the integrity, which they displayed, in framing the Federal Con- 
stitution ; which is not, and perhaps never will be, inferior to any 
one of mere human invention. This excellent constitution is the 
basis of all our national safety and happiness. And it is extremely 
difficult to conceive, that a single American, who is friendly to any 
good government, should be unfriendly to his own: and wish to 
alienate the affections of the people from it. But it is very natural 
to conclude, that the framers of the Constitution and those whe 
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were personally concerned in adopting it, should cherish an un- 
common attachment to it, and Jabor to support it, with distin- 
guished ardor and zeal. Upon this ground, the people have a 
just right to expect, that His Excellency will never mar the pro- 
duction of his own hands; nor renounce those political princi- 
ples, which he has publicly and solemnly sanctioned, and which 
have had their proper influence in raising him to the head of this 
Commonwealth. 

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, and the principal members 
of the Council, of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives, 
have not only gained the suffrages, but what is far more honorable 
and desirable, the confidence of the people, who sincerely esteem 
them for their able and faithful services. May this ‘operate asa 
powerful and endearing motive to future fidelity and zeal, in the 
discharge of their important trusts. The greatest of all the men of 
the East, was highly gratified and animated, by the sincere affection 
of his grateful and dutiful subjects. ‘‘ When I went out to the gate 
through the city, when I prepared my seat in the street, the young 
men saw me, and hid themselves; and the aged arose, and stood 
up. When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and when the 
eye saw me, it gave witness to me; Because I delivered the’poor 
that cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him. 
{ put on righteousness, and it clothed me: My judgment was as a 
robe and diadem. I broke the jaws of the wicked, and plucked 
the spoil out of his teeth.” 

Such, sincerely respected rulers, are the cansoling reflections, 
which naturally flow from fidelity in public life. If, therefore, you 
have begun to be faithful in your various departments, be not weary 
in well-doing ; but be steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the service of God, and of your generation. Cherisha warm attach- 
ment to the government, which you are called to administer, and do 
all the public good, which both the State and Federal Constitutions 
require and enable you to do. Guide this people in the integrity 
of your hearts, and by the skilfulness of your hands. Exhibit before 
them a shining example of piety and virtue; and employ all your 
honor and influence to promote tneir spiritual as well as temporal 
good. ‘This wise and faithful discharge of your public trusts, will 
finally put you into the full possession of that transporting promise, 
which 1s emphatically yours—“ They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness, as the stars forever and ever.’’ But, if any of you should be 
conscious to yourselves, that you have been unfaithful, unjust, and 
unholy ; let Daniel’s council be acceptable to you, and brake off 
your sins by righteousness, and your iniquities by shewing mercy to 
the poor, that it may be a lengthening out of your tranquility. For, 
it is most certainly true, that, if you cast off fear, and restrain prayer 
before God, and despise all his warnings and admonitions, the day 
is coming, when that invisible hand, which is now recording all 
your deeds, will write on the table of your hearts, in a language 
which will need no interpreter, this final and fearful sentence : 
“ You are weighed in the balances, and are found WANTING.” 
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QUESTIONS FOR A BIBLE CLASS. 


LESSON VE. 


Marrnew iv.-12.—Who was John, mentioned in this verse ? 

Who cast him into prison ? 

For what was John cast into prison? 

Did John do wrong in Reproving Herod? 

But, Herod was a great man; and is it not[dangerous reproving 
great men for their sins ? . 

Do not many, and even some ministers, at the present day, think 
it is not “ good policy” to rebuke great men for their sins ? 

Does the Bible make any distinction between great men and oth- 
er persous, when they are to be reproved for their sins ? 

Can you cite any passages of Scripture, which show, that we 
should not be afraid of men, when we reprove them for their vices 2 
—[Proverbs xxix. 25. See also God’s Commission to the prophet 
Ezekiel. ] 

Was John the Baptist entitled to any divine promise, for his fidel- 
ity in reproving wickedness ?—Rev. ii. 10.] 

V. 13—16. Where is Nazareth? 

For what was it distinguished ? 

What was Christ called in consequence of having lived at Naza- 
reth ? 

Why was he called so? 

Is the term light used in the Sacred Scriptures in more than one 
sense ? 

In what sense is it used here? 

Where do you find the prophecy which is quoted in these verses? 

How did this prophecy apply to the land of Zebulon and Naph- 
tali? 

V. 17. How old was Jesus when he began to preach ? 

What duty did he inculcate ? 

What is repentance ? 

In what sense is “ the kingdom of heaven” here used? 

Do you recollect any prophecy, which points forward to the king- 
dom of heaven as used in this sense ?—[Daniel ii. 44.]. 

By whom ought the duty of repentance to be performed ? 

Is it of any importance when this duty is performed, whether now 
or sometime hence? - 

What will be the consequence to these who finally neglect this 
duty ? 

Is there any necessity for you to repent? 

Why? 

Have you any reason to believe that you have performed this duty? 

If not, to what Divine threatening do you stand exposed ? 

Are there any promises in the Bible to those who repent ? 

How will those who have repented, manifest that they have per- 
formed this duty ; 

If Christ preached repentance, have’ we any reason to believe 
that his gospel will benefit those sinners who do not repent? 
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Can there be any ground of hope, then, for the finally impeni- 
tent ? 

What will become of the finally impenitent ? 

Can you cite any passages of Scripture to show what will become 
of the finally impenitent ? 

Can the gospel be faithfully preached to sinners, then, without 
preaching the doctrine of repentance? 

Is there any such thing as false repentance ? 

How do you distinguish true, from false repentance ? 


Note.—Repentance flows from supreme love to God, and can never pre- 
cede it. Those who love God, in view of the excellence of his character, 
will ‘abhor themselves, and repent in dust and ashes,’ for having sinned 
against him. Hence, they will accept of the punishment of their iniquities, 
and approve of God’s conduct in condemning them. ‘ Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest 
be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.’’—Ps. li. 4. 


LESSON VII. 


Marttuew iv. 18—22. Where is the sea of Galilee ? 

By what other names is it called in the New-Testament ? 

Do you recollect any remarkable events which occurred at the 
sea of Galilee ? 

Whose sons were Simon Peter and his brother Andrew? 

Can you relate any events in Peter’s life? 

What did Christ mean, when he told these two brethren, that, if 
they would follow him, he would make them “‘ fishers of men”? 

Why was it necessary for them to follow him, in order to be made 
“fishers of men”? 

What is meant by following Christ ? 

Can you give any account of James and John? 

What became of James ? 

What did Christ surname these two brethren ? 

How was John distinguished in the family of Christ ? 

Did he write any portion of the New Testament? 

Whose mother was committed to his protection, when he stood 
by the cross of Jesus? 

Is there any duty inculcated in the account given of these four 
disciples ? 

Is it taught by precept, or by example? 

What then is necessary for us, in order to be the disciples of 


Christ ? oo 
Can you reccollect any promises made to cr form the 


duty of self-denial ? 
How do you distinguish self-denial from its counterfeit ? 


45 
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Can any persons go to heaven, who do not exercise and practice 
self-denial ? 

How extensive is the duty of self-denial 7—or, in other words, of 
how much must we be willing to deny ourselves for Christ’s sake? 

Do you recollect any passages of Scripture which enjoin the duty 
of self-denial ? 

Can you give us some examples of self-denial as practiced by the 
ancient saints ? 

What instance can you mention of the greatest self-denial, which 
was ever practiced ? 

V. 23—25. Mention the facts which are here related. 

In what part of Judea did they take place? 

What traits of character did Christ minifest in performing these 
works? 

In what manner did Christ perform these works of benevolence 
and compassion ? 

What did these miracles prove concerning Christ ? 

Is there any duty here inculcated ? 

Is it taught by precept or by example ? 

On whom is it binding? 

What sin is the opposite of this duty ? 

Can you mention any promise to those who are truly benevolent 
and compassionate ? 

What do you understand by persons being, ‘‘ possessed with 
devils ?”” 

Notr.—Let it be observed, once for all, that the possessed with devils can™ 
not mean only persons afflicted with some strange disease ; for they are here’ 
and in other places, evidently distinguished from the diseased: And Christ’s 
speaking on various occasions to these evil spirits, as distinct from the per- 
sous possessed by them, his commanding them, and asking them questions, 
and receiving answers from them, or not suffering them to speak ; and sev- 
eral circumstances relating to the terrible preternatural effects they had upon 
the possessed, and to the manner of Christ’s casting them out, and particu- 
jarly their asking and obtaining leave to enter the herd of swine, and hurry- 
ing them headlong into the sea, can never be accounted for by any distem- 
per whatsoever. And whereas, instances of such possessions are not so com- 
monly to be met with, before or since the days of our Savior on earth: it 
seems to have been ordered by a special providence, that they should be 
suffered to be more frequent then, that he, who came to destroy the works 
of the devil, might the more remarkably and visibly triumph over him; and 
that all the legions of hell might be put to the more open and dismaying 
shame, at a time when their power was at its highest, both in the souls and 
bodies of men; as also, that plain facts might be a sensible confutation of 
the Sadducean error, which denied the existence of angels or spirits, (Acts 
xxiii. 8.) and prevailed among the chief men of figure and learning in those 
days. Dr. Gvyse. 


It should be noticed, that persons possessed with devils, are here express- 
ly distinguishaijfrom lunatics ; and could not then be exactly the same, as 
some skeptical learned men seem to. think. Dr. Scorr. 


It seems strange to find men at this distance of time, questioning the truth 
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of that which neither Pharisees nor Sadducees then doubted of, or ever did 
object against, the pretensions of Christ and his apostles to cast out devils. 
Wuitsy. 


os 


LESSON VIII. 


Marttnew v. 1. Seeing what multitudes? 

How came these multitudes to flock to Jesus? 

Why did the Savior ascend into a mountain at this time? 

Who are to be understood by his disciples that came to him? 

V. 2—12. What is the portion of Scripture usually called, con- 
tained in this and the two following chapters ? 

To whom did Christ particularly address this discourse ? 

What is meant by the term blessed ? 

Describe the “ poor in spirit.” 

What is the blessing pronounced upon “ the poor in spiri 

What is here meant by “‘ the kingdom of heaven’? ? 

Who are to be understood by those that mourn? 

What blessing shall they receive ? 

How shall they be comforted ? 

Describe meekness. 

In what sense shall the meek inherit the earth ? 

What is it to hunger and thirst after righteousness ? 

Do impenitent sinners ever hunger and thirst after righteousness ? 

In what sense shall those be filled who do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness ? 

What blessing is promised to the merciful ? 

What do you mean by being “‘ merciful” ? 

Does this affection differ from animal sympathy ? 

Can any selfish person be truly merciful ? 

How does it appear that the merciful themselves need mercy ? 

Who are the pure in heart ? 

Will the pure in heart ever see God with bodily eyes? 

Why will not the pure in heart see God with bodily eyes? 

In what sense, then, will the pure in heart see God ? 

How will this make them happy or blessed ? 

Who are “ peace-makers” ? 

W hat must they do in order to make peace? 

Must they endeavor to accommodate the gospel to the dispositions 
and passions of men ?—or induce men to embrace the gospel, in or- 
der to make peace ? 

Is it right to give up eny principle of the gospel, in order to make 
peace? 

May not real peace-makers, then, be the occasion of much strife 
and contention? [Jeremiah xv. 10.] 

How then can peace-makers be called the children of God ? 

What is it to be persecuted for righteousness’ sake? 

Repeat the promised blessing to those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake. 

Were real peace-makers ever persecuted for righteousness’ sake ? 

Give some examples. i 


¢ 7? 
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GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 329.] 


THURSDAY MORNING. 
EVANGELISTS. 


The following resolutions, being the same as those passed by the 
General Association in Connecticut, were introduced, and after 
some discussion, passed. 

1. Resolved, That while this General Association appreciate, and 
would maintain at al] hazards, the unrestricted liberty of speech and 
of the press, and while they fully recognize their own and every 
man’s duty to prove all things, and thejr own and every man’s re- 
sponsibility to God in relation to the reception of the truth, they do 
not admit an obligation upon the community to hear or read all 
that associations or individuals may volunteer to speak or print, or 
an obligation on the pastors of the churches to admit into their pul- 
pits, all those preachers or speakers who may desire to address the 
people, or in any other way directly or indirectly to facilitate the 
promulgation in the community of sentiments which are in their 
view of an eroneous or questionable character. 

2. Resolved, That the operations of itinerent agents and lect- 
urers attempting to enlighten the churches, in respect to particular 
points of Christian doctrine and of Christian morals, and to control 
the religious sentiment of the community, on topics which fall most 
appropriately within the sphere of pastoral instruction and pastoral 
discretion as to the time and manner, without the advice and con- 
sent of the pastors and regular ecclesiastical bodies,—is an unauthor- 
ized interference with the rights, duties, and discretion of the stat- 
ed miuistry, dangerous to the influence of the pastoral office, and fa- 
tal to the peace and good order of the churches. 

3. Resolved, That the existence in the churches of an order of 
itinerating evangelists, devoted especially to the business of excite- 
ment, and to the promotion of revivals, cannot be reconciled with 
the respect and influence which are indispensable to the useful- 
ness and stability of the stated ministry, tothe harmony of ec- 
clesiastical action in the churches, to the steady and accumulat- 
ing influence of the gospel and its institutions, and to purity in doc- 
trine, and discretion in action. 

4. Resolved, That regarding the present as a critical period in 
relation to the peace, purity, and liberty of our churches, and the 
efficiency of the pastoral office, we do recommend to ministers and 
churches to discountenance such innovations as have been referred 
to in these resolutions, and we consider ourselves bound to sustain 
each other, and the churches, in standing against all these invasions 
on our ecclesiastical order. 

The following remarks of Dr. Beecher and Mr. Kirk, we copy 
from the the New Haven Intelligencer. 

Mr. Kirx observed that the effect of the labors of evangelists is 
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often most disastrous. Once he thought differently, but several 
years’ experience and observation had convinced him of hi3 mistake. 
Sometimes an evangelist would go into a place and do much good, 
and preserve the influence of the settled pastor unimpaired ; but too 
often the result was different. Mr. K. described to life how itinerat- 
ing evangelists will make a few sermons on a few favorite exciting 
topics,—go into a place, produce an excitement—make an _ impres- 
sion on the minds of the people that their minister is a dull, cold- 
hearted man, and often be the means of breaking him up. Thus 
they will do; disaffect the people towards their own minister, and 
render them anxious to get one like the wonderful evangelist ; 
when if the evangelist himself should settle, he could not stay a 
year. 

The effect of such labor is disastrous another way. It makes 
people feel that they must take hold and do up their work while the 
evangelist is with them. When he leaves, the excitement abates,— 
the work is abandoned. This is fatal to the interests of religion. 
It is as ifa farmer should make a éce once a year to do up all his 
work, and then spend the rest of his time in idleness. What would 
be the condition of that man’s farm? What would be his own con- 
dition? God has made arangements to have his people aheays 
abounding in the work of the Lord,—to have religion flourish con- 
tinually. Every church should be like an orange grove, which al- 
ways presents to the eye the verdant leaf, the flower, the green and 
ripe fruit. But this cannot be -while our regular system is inter- 
rupted by the movements of evangelists, which confine to a partic- 
lar period all exhortation, prayer and effort; leaving all other seasons 
dreary as death. 

Dr. Beecuer began by saying he wished to confess his sin. For- 
merly he thought it a fine thing to have evangelists to move among 
the churches to assist settled pastors. But he was wrong. The 
duty of evangelists is to go into destitute places, and there gather 
and build up churches. They have no place among settled pastors. 
Their labor among them is full of disaster. 

1. The feeling produced in churches, that they must be engaged 
only while the evangelist is among them, is fatal. It is as ifa 
man should sit down and attempt to eat enough at once to last a 
whole year. This is not the way to get nutrition; promote the 
health of the body and prepare it for its duties. 

2. The system of evangelism depreciates the ministry. 

It causes the churches to look away from the help which God 
hath appointed. ‘They go abroad for foreign aid. Now in the natu- 
ral and moral world God hath ordained that there should be order 
and law. He hath placed the sun in the heavens, an«! causes all the 
other bodies to revolve around it. But what confusi:n, disorder and 
ruin would ensue, if a flying comet were made the center, and all 
the universe should roll around it! Suppose there vere toro moons, 
—one pulling one way, the other the other. Whit effect would 
they have on the tide ?—In the church, the pastor ix the sun; the 
source of light and centre of sweet influence. Thi: is God’s estab- 
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lished order of things. Break up this and we have disorder and 
every evil work. ‘I'he miseries of hell are unspeakably great,” be- 
cause its inhabitants have no law. Cast aside the restraints of civil 
government,—brake down the Jaws of Christ’s house, and we have 
above,ground—even in the bosom of the church, the torments of the 
lower world. ‘The influence of evangelists is to break up the estab- 
lished system and order of Christ’s house. One is devoted to one 
object, another to another. ‘Thus they distract the church, and de- 
stroy the ministry. It is as if lecturers should go around among 
farmers and tell them how they should cultivate their lands, and 
what they should raise. One says —you must raise turnips — 
turnips are the best things—there is nothing liketurnips. Another 
recommends buckwheat, &c. But farmers say,—-we want some 
oats and corn likewise. ‘They see these lecturers are fools. So it 
is with these men who go about on their few favorite topics. At 
the west public sentiment is becoming strong and united against 
them. 

After the resolutions were read, 

Mr. Roxsins. moved that they be accepted and adopted as our 
own. 

Dr. Humpnrey regarded this as a very important subject, and 
that we ought to act with great deliberation. He thought we might 
safely adopt these resolutions. ‘The time has come when we must 
make a stand against innovations on the regular order of the minis- 
try. He had two strong objections to modern itinerant evangelists. 
1. They are irresponsible men. 2. They are under strong temp- 
tation to number their converts. ‘They can do more in a fortuight 
or month, than regular pastors can in five years. How do they do 
it? It is easy enough. Just take a pencil, and from day to day 
mark down all who can be induced to say they are converts. You 
inquire for them a few months after, and they are not to be found ; 
or ‘ Oh, they belonged to other towns, or have joined other denomi- 
nations.’ What next? why, to make sure of them they are ushered 
into the churchatonce. This,added Dr. H. is the greatest improve- 
ment on the high pressure system of which I have ever heard. 

Mr. Rossins said that these evangelists felt themselves justified 
by past events. ‘They plead the example of such men as Mr. Net- 
tleton. But the case is quite different. He acted in conjunction 
with, and at the request of the pastor. 

Mr. Miuus, of Berkshire, stated the manner in which such an 
evangelist had been forced on him without his wishes, and by his 
forced consent. 

Dr. Humenrey had his doubts respecting the first resolution.— 
There appeared to be a sort of sarcasm about it, which he did not 
like. He moved to strike out this resolution. 

Objections were made, as then the resolutions would not be those 
of the General Association of Connecticut. 

Mr. Hotty thought that these resolutions might have owed their 
existence to local circumstances in that state. One of their minis- 
ters had recently been dismissed from his people to act as agent in 
that state for the Anti-Slavery Soeiety. 
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Dr. Beecuer spoke with feeling on the subject of getting JISMUS 
into the church, over the heads of ministers. There is ‘ultraism 
not simply on the subject of slavery. Agents to promote moral re- 
form are also claiming a right to be heard. Revivalists, too, are 
going about seeking whom they may devour. Get two or three of 
these reformers into a church, and the minister and all must yield 
to their wishes, or they are opposed to revivals, reform &c. We 
settle the whole matter by this proposition, contained in the first 
resolution. He hoped it would not be stricken out. 

Dr. Humphrey’s motion was rejected. 

Mr. Lovet thought the resolutions would exclude such men as 
Mr. Nettleton. Even Dr. Beecher would let in every evangelist 
who comes in under the inspection and with the approbation of the 
pastor. 

Resolutions passed with only two dissenting votes, although some 
did not vote; the two negatives afterwards were withdrawn asa 
wish was expressed that the vote might be unanimous. 


ORDAINING COUNCILS. 


Mr. Rossins, at the request of the association with which he was 
connected, introduced the subject of calling ordaining councils but 
a few hours before the public exercises are tocommence. The fol- 
lowing vote was passed. 

On an application of an ordaining council composed of members 
of the Old Colony and Taunton Associations, 

Resolved, That the Association lament the practice of convening 
ordaining councils at a time so near the hour fixed for the public 
exercises, that there is not sufficient time for a full examination of 
the candidate, and making the necessary preparation and they re- 
commend to the churches to consider a careful examination of can- 
didates for ordination, in respect to their qualifications for the gos- 
pel ministry as one of the most important securities against the in- 
troduction of error. 


Biste Burnine.—* The Roman Catholic Curate of Dungiven, 
Ireland, was lately holding a station in one of his parishioner’s hous- 
es whose wife was a Protestant, and where there was a New-Testa- 
ment. The Priest seized the Sacred volume and condemning it 
with vehemence, as unfit to be seen, he committed it to the flames, 
before all the people, and heaped coals upon it, lest it should escape 
his fury. 

Jesurtism.—An American Popish Bishop, says the: Cincinnati 
Journal, acknowledges that ‘ young Catholic ladies are encouarged 
to receive the addresses of Protestant gentlemen for the purpose, in 
case of wedlock, of having the children trained up in the Catholic 
faith.”? Many of our Protestant young men are base and wicked » 
enough to accede to such degrading conditions. 





360 THE THREE PROPHETIC BEASTS. [ Aug. 





For the New-England Telegraph. 


THE THREE PROPHETIC BEASTS :—AND EXPOSITION. 
By Kiah Bayley, V. D. M. of ilardwick, Vermont. 


Rev. xvii. 11. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, 
and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 


Tus Beast is brought prominently into view at three different 
periods, and is mentioned incidentally at other times. In the 12th 
chapter of the Revelation he appears as a great red Dragon, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads; stand- 
ing before the church ready to destroy her child, as soon as it was 
born. This Dragon and his angels engage in a war with Michael, 
are vanquished, and expelled from heaven, and cast down to the 
earth. He is then filled with great wrath, persecutes the woman; 
casts out of his mouth waters as a flood after the woman, that he 
might destroy her. ‘The earth helpsthe woman. This enrages the 
Dragon the more, and he makes war with the remnant of her seed. 

Here is heathen Rome, the kingdom of Satan, persecuting the 
church of God, and endeavoring to destroy her by a flood of error. 
Being foiled in his endeavors to destroy the church, as a body, or 
to exterminate Christianity from the empire, he shifts his ground, 
and makes war with the true seed of the church, even those, who 
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, persecuting them as heretics. And in order more effectually 
to accomplish their destruction he assumes a new shape, and appears 
in a different form. Hitherto he had, as a heathen power, made war 
against the church, and endeavored to prevent the establishment of 
Christianity ; but he had been defeated. He therefore leaves the 
chirch, as a body, to enjoy the victory, gives up the ground to the 
predominant religion, and seeks to effect his object by corrupting 
the church, and making the real conscientious followers of the Lamb 
obnoxious to the civil and ecclesiastical powers. 

Here the Roman Beast assumes his Papal Form, and under the 
mask of Christianity endeavors to destroy those true children of the 
church, who keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony 
of Jesus Christ. In the 13th chapter this Beast rises up out of the 
sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten 
crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. He has the 
same heads and horns as before; but the crowns are now upon his 
horns, not upon his heads, to show that the regal power was no 
longer exercised at Rome, but by the kings united under the Beast. 
The name of blasphemy is upon the heads of the Beast to show, that 
Rome was a blasphemous city, and the center of abominations to all 
the kingdoms connected with her. ‘This nondescript Beast rises up 
out of the sea to show, that he would acquire his power in a season 
of national tumults and convulsions. 

* This Beast having risen, and developed his true character, the 
Dragon, or Satan, or the old heathen party, that remained in the 
empire, was pleased with him, and gave him his power, and his 
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his seat, and great authority. ‘This was after the deadly wound had 
been inflicted by the establishment of Christianity in the empire.— 
The Beast appeared then to be wounded todeath; but nowhe rises 
up out of the sea healed of his wound. In this new form the holy 
Roman Empire becomes the object of wonder to all the papal earth. 
He speaks great things, opens his mouth in blasphemy against God, 
makes war with the saints, overcomes them, and exercises an abso- 
lute dominion over all, that dwelt upon the Roman earth. He 
prosecutes the war, which the Dragon had commenced against the 
trae worshippers of God, and prevails against them for a long season. 
For in this new shape under the head which had been healed, he 
has power to continue forty and two months, or twelve hundred and 
sixty years. Here we have a blasphemous power, the genuine suc 
cessor and representative of the old Dragon, exercising dominion 
ever the kingdoms, which constitute his horns, making war with 
the saints, and continuing after assuming this new shape twelve 
hundred and sixty years. Then he must be led into captivity, and 
he will be killed with the sword. . 

In the 17th Chapter the Beast appears in his third and last shape. 
He rises up from the bottomless pit. He is seen in the wilderness 
to show, that he will make his appearance when the nations are be- 
wildered, lost, distracted. He has seven heads and ten horns as 
before; but no crowns upon his heads, or upon his horns. He is 
now a Republican, Jacobinical, Infidel power ; for he is full of names 
of blasphemy, and impiously, and avowedly, makes war with the 
Lamb. He discards the Savior, blasphemes his name, and sets his 
authority at defiance. He was cradled in the bottomless pit, camé 
up directly from hell, and impiously declares war against the Son of 
God. He isthe true Anti-Christ, who discards all religion, and de+ 
nies both the Father and the Son. And here we see, standing before 
us, the Beast, who is to lead the armies, that are to be assembled at 
Armageddon, to make war with Christ. 

Thi3 infidel Power has more courage, or desperation, than strength. 
He shall go iato perdition. His reign will be only for a short period, 
as it were one hour. He ascends from the pit, makes war with 
Christ, is vanquished, and goes toperdition. By his infernal agents 
ae will assemble the kings of the earth, and the whole Roman world, 
with their armies at Megiddon. Rev. xvi. 13, 16.—There Christ 
will meet him in battle, take him captive, and cast him and his co- 
adjutor the false prophet into the lake of fire. And all his armies 
shall be slain by the sword of Him who is King of kings, and their 
sarcasses shall be given to the fowls of the air and to the beasts of 
‘ne field. This is the end of the Roman Beast, and he shall rise no 
nore to oppress the saints forever. 

Now a difficulty occurs, and it requires a mind, that has wisdom 
to solve it. I dare not say, that I have this wisdom, and would only 
suggest my thoughts for consideration. That the Beast from the 
bottomless pit is substantially the Old Roman Beast is evident from 
his heads and horns, and his close connection with the church of 
Rome, The mother of harlots. The heads indicate seven forms of 
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government. Five of these had fallen and passed away, when the 
apostle wrote. One, that is the Imperial, then existed. This head 
was afterward wounded to death, when the emperors renounced 
heathenism and proffessed Christianity; but it was healed, when 
the Beast came up out of the sea, and a new kind of heathemism 
was established. And this head was continued in the Emperors of 
the holy, Roman Empire, until the emperor of Germany renounced 
the title, and ceased to be the head of that empire. Then the do- 
minion was taken from him by Bonaparte. 

The Seventh head was to appear after the fall of the Imperial 
head, but it was to “‘ continue only a short space.” ‘The Imperial 
head has fallen, and there is now no civil‘head of the Roman empire. 
The seventh head has then arisen and passed away, or it must arise 
hereafter. The Beast from the bottomless pit is the eighth head of 
the Roman Beast, the successor and genuine representative of the 
whole. This Jacobinical, infidel, blasphemous Beast rises up from 
an abyss of wickedness, moral darkness, impiety, and national con- 
fusion, seizes on the mother of harlots as his prey, denounces the 
God of heaven, and boldly makes war with Christ. He does not 
prosecute the old war of the Papal Beast, and persecute the spiritu- 
al seed of the church as heretics ; but, demon like, treats all religion 
with contempt, and overturns.alike the altar and the throne. His 
spirit and his agents pervade the nations of the Roman earth. These 
unite with the Beast, and give their power to him. A new combi- 
nation of kings, or governments, devoted to his service, and acting 
under his direction, now divide the body of the Roman empire 
among them, and become the horns of this infernal Beast. ‘These 
shall make war with the Lamb; but the Lamb will overcome them. 

Might I presume to interpret the vision, | should say that the 
Beast from the bottomless pit was that democratic, infidel, atheisti- 
cal power, that was developed in the French Revolution, and ex- 
tended its dominion over the whole Roman earth, trampling upon 
altars and thrones, denouncing all religion, blaspheming Christ, 
and decreeing, there was no God in heaven. This is the true Anti- 
Christ, covered with names of blasphemy, and fitted for the werk 
assigned him. ‘This Beast is in close contact with the Roman 
church, which has already quailed before him. His spirit has been 
infused into the nations, afd with one mind they have given their 

ower unto him. In the phrensy, and atheism, and blood of the 
cictesion the infernal Beast was developed, and he was made to 
stand upon his feet. But his time was not fully come. The sixth 
head of the Roman empire fell, and the seventh arose, when Bona- 
parte seized the Iron Crown of Italy, took possession of Rome, and * 
was acknowledged head of the empire by the pope, and the nations 
of the Roman earth. While this head remained, the infidel revolu- 
tionary power was checked and in a measure suppressed. Tt was 
while the Revolution was raging. It was not while Bonaparte was 
at the head of the empire. And since the papal Beast has been 
without any political head, this atheistial Beast has not appeared as 
an organized power, prepared to prosecute his former plans. But 
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yet it is, and its spirit pervades the whole Roman eafth. It is cher- 
ished by multitudes in and out of power, in the higher and lower 
walks of life, by secret combinations, by the press, and by active 
agents. The nations wander after this infernal Beast, and appear 
prepared to welcome his reappearance with every demonstration of 
joy. Tey wit soon Be Gratiriep. The seventh head of the 
Roman Beast has fallen, and the way is prepared for the eighth to 
arise, an infernal, unmasked. By his agents the nations will be 
roused up against the Lamb; assemble at Megiddon, and the whole 
infidel combination perish together. ‘So let all thine enemies per- 
ish, O Lord.” 

Should I make some reflections in connection with what has been 
said, I hope the candid will excuse. 

1. That Old Serpent, called the devil, is the grand exciting agent 
of the Roman Beast from first to last, under all the forms he as- 
sumes. 

2. The Roman Beast was a heathen in his first developement, a 
papist in his second, and an infidel in his third. 

3. The Roman Beast under his first and second form has been 
vanquished, and passed away. In his third form, as an-infidel pow- 
er, the very Anti-Christ, he hasrisen from the pit, and disclosed his 
horrid form. At present he és not, and yet he is; and soon the na- 
tions will again tremble before him. 

4. We need not expect any good results from revolutions among 
papal powers. They have all received the mark of the Beast, are 
corrupted with the spirit of infidelity, and will unite with Anti-Christ. 
And revolutions among them will only help him in pushing for- 
ward his infidel schemes. 

5. The two Witnesses have not yet been slain; for they are to be 
killed by the Beast form the abyss. Rev. ii. 7. 

6. The second woe-trumpet has not yet produced its full effect ; 
for the witnesses are to be killed and rise again before that trumpet 
is passed. Rev. ii. 14. 

7. The vials have not begun to discharge their contents: for they 
all fall under the seventh trumpet, follow the resurrection of the 
witnesses, and indicate those judgments, by which Christ will make 
war upon the infidel Beast and his adherents. 

8. The Roman church will be destroyed by the horns of the in- 
fidel Beast. Rev. xvii. 16. 

9. A time of trouble for real christians is at hand, and they ought 
to watch, and keep their garments. Rev. xvi. 15. 

10. The friends of the Lord Jesus have no reason to fear the re- 
sult of the fearful conflict, that is approaching. The Beast will in- 
deed havea great army. For he will by his agents assemble the 
kings of the earth, and of the whole world‘to the battle. Rev. xvi. 
14. But the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, 
and King of kings; and they that are with him are called, and 
chosen, and faithful. Rev. xvii. 14. and xix. 20. 

11. It is probable, that the events connected with the French 
Revolution were indicated by the harvest ofthe earth. Rev. xiv. 15, 
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The vintage is yet to be gathered and will fall under the seventh 
vial. Rev. xix. 15. 

12. The Romish Church will make one more desperate effort ; 
and Protestants ought to watch her movements, and guard against 
her wiles. 

13. The time, when the Roman Beast, civil and ecelesiastical, 
must go intojperdition, draweth near and is at at hand: for he was 
to continue only forty and two months, from his coming up out of 
the sea. 

14. The Infidel Beast will not be a vassal of the Church of Rome, 
but her executioner. ‘The scope of the 17th Chapter, is to show 
the judgment of the Great Whore. Her character is now well un- 
derstoood. Her name is on her forehead. She is indeed seated 
upon the Beast, not to manage him, but to be carried away by him. 
He will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. In the French Revo- 
lution we have a specimen of the treatment which the Roman 
church must expect from the infernal Beast, when he is fully de- 
veloped. 

15. The false prophet in connection with the Infidel Beast, may 
be Mohammedismm—or those secret infidel combinations, which he 
will employ to deceive the nations, and which burst forth like in- 
fernal mines in the French Revolution. Such combinations will 
be suited to accomplish the designs of the Infidel Beast. And there 
can be no doubt but he will employ them to deceive the nations, and 
to assemble them to the battle of the great day. 

** Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of 
this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein ; 
Sor the time is at hand.’ ‘He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith nnto the churches.” 


Note. As I have differed from others respecting the inferna] Beast, per- 
haps I ought to state my reasons for so doing. Here thenI observe, that 
the Papal and Infernal Beast differ in their rise, their marks, their circum- 
stances, their work, and their end. 

The Papal Beast rises up out of the sea and has crowns upon his horns : 
the Infidel Beast comes up from the bottomless pit and has no crowns. The 
one rises under the fifth trumpet, and is to continue 1260 years; the other 
rises under the sixth trumpet, and is to continue but a short time, as it were 
“one hour.”’ One has the name of blasphemy upon his heads: the other is 
full of names of blasphemy. One is the sixth head of the Roman Beast re- 
covered from a deadly wound; the other is the eighth head. The one isa 
tool of the mother of .harlots; the other destroys that harlot. One makes 
war with the saints and overcomes them; the other Kills the witnesses, and 
makes war with the Lamb. One is led into captivity and killed by the 
sword; the other goeth into perdition, is vanquished by Christ, and cast into 
hell. Such considerations have fully satisfied me, that the Beast from the 
sea and the Beast from the bottomless pit should not be identified. They 
both belong to the old Roman Beast; but they rise at different periods, and 
act a very different part. One is the papal, imperial, Carlovingian head, 
& mere creature and tool of the Roman church; the other is a reckless Jaco- 
binical, infidel, that contemns all religion, and treads down the church of 
Rome, or the church of God, alike ; and madly wages war with the Lamb. 
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From the Quarterly A. S. Magazine. 
LETTER TO A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 
To 


Dear Brotuer,—I rejoice to hear you say, that in my views and 
feelings on the system of American slavery, you agree with me. 
In your mind, it is clear and certain, that it is a system of rebellion 
against God—involving fraud, adultery, and murder, the violation 
of every tie which binds man to man, and earth to Heaven. This 
system, you declare, ought immediately to be broken to pieces, and 
scattered on the winds. But with these declarations on your lips, 
you censure me for exposing in the pulpit its various deadly tenden- 
cies, and of urging on the hearts of all who heard me, the claims 
of the enslaved upon their sympathy and assistance. You tried to 
give point and effect to your censure by repeating in my ears the 
declaration of the Apostle Paul: “1 determined not to know any 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” You ex- 
hort me as a preacher of the gospel, to imitate the Apostle to the 
Gentiles, and give myself up exclusively to the salvation of souls. 

I do not feel myself at liberty to disregard either your censure 
or exhortation. With you, I bow reverently and gratefully to the 
authority of the Bible. If, in the matter before us, you are sustain- 
ed by that authority, it is mine promptly, cheerfully, and fully to 
obey you, as the messenger of Heaven. But I am greatly a stran- 
ger to your character, if you can blame me for examining the basis 
of your appeal, before I yield to its intended influence. Nay, I feel 
assured that you will join with me in endeavoring clearly and certainly 
to ascertain the meaning of the Apostolic declaration, which you 
wish me to heed. 

You understand the Apostle to cofine his attention, asa Christian 
teacher, to a very small circle of topics; comprehending only the 
more commanding doctrines of the gospel. Among these, you sup- 
pose that the divinity of Christ, and the atonement by His blood, 
claimed a place peculiarly prominent. From these he never allow- 
ed himself so widely to depart, as to introduce to the church sub- 
jects so far removed from the vitals of Christianity, as the evils of 
servitude and the claims of the slave. You blame me for not im- 
jtating the example of the Apostle, and excluding from the lessons 
of instruction I may give, the doctrines of abolitionism. But after 
making the declaration, which you quote, did the Apostle exclude 
such topics from his discourses? In answering this question, so 
manifestly fair and appropriate, you will eagerly embrace such con- 
clusions as the Epistle itself, which contains the declaration in ques- 
tion, forces on our convictions. Read the Epistle, my brother, and 
see over what a large field the Apostle allows himseif to expatiate ! 
What a variety of objects catch his attention, and employ his pow- 
ers! In one open place he enforces on your loathing eye the in- 
cest of a member of the Corinthian church, and tlie shameful neg- 
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lect of his brethren to subject him to Christian discipline ; in another, 
he points out to you the limits within which you may have inter- 
course with flagrant sinners. Here he exposes and condemns the 
conduct of such Christians as had law-suits before heathen courts ; 
and there he enters freely upon the discussion of the subject of 
marriage. With one breath he disposes of the difficulties which 
might embarrass his Christian brethren, when invited to partake of 
food which had been “‘ offered in sacrifice to idols ;’’ and the next, 
he employs in asserting the claims of the Christian teacher to a com- 
petent support ; and the third, in enforcing upon females the impor- 
tance of their appearing vei/ed in religious assemblies. Nor does 
he overlook the condition and the duties of those who were under 
the bonds of servitude. Le points them to the basis of freedom to 
which the gospel had raised thim. But I need not swell the list of 
topics, to which in one connection and another he directed the at- 
tention of his readers. It is very certain, that by the declaration to 
which you refer, the Apostle did not intend to exclude from his dis- 
courses such things as you blame me for discussing. What, then, 
did he mean? A fair question, which is entitled to an appropriate 
answer. 

Permit me, my brother, to remind you, that when the Epistles to 
the Corinthian church were written, “‘ excellency of speech and of 
wisdom” were generally thought to consist in the subtleties of a 
hair-splitting philosophy, and in artificial rhetoric. Such acquisi- 
tions, in a city like Corinth, remarkable for its wealth and luxury, 
would naturally be held in high estimation. What multiplied hints 
have we in the epistles, with which we are now more especially con- 
cerned, that for the Corinthian church such glittering baubles had 
strong attractions! Apollos, educated as he had been at Alexandria, 
seems as the head of a party, to have been preferred to Paul on ac- 
count of the charms of his rhetoric. With these thoughts in your 
mind, mark what the Apostle disclaimed, in opposition to the course 
he pursued, as described in the declaration which we are now to 
dispose of. ‘ And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony 
of God.” What did he then? ‘“ For I determined not to know 
any thing among you, save Jesus Christ and Himcrucified.””’ What 
ever distinguished the Gospel from systems of human philosophy 
and heathenish superstition, the Apostle here presents under the 
description of Jesus Christ and Him crucified. In the first place, 
then, J understand him to affirm, that in what ever he did, he acted in 
subserviency to the progress of the Gospel. He had not aimed at 
Corinth to distinguish himself as a philosopher or rhetorician. He 
had not exerted himself to accumulate gold or brighten his reputa- 
tion. Secular designs he had none to promote. A higher object 
engrossed his powers. To build up the church of Christ, and thus 
subserve the best interests of his fellow men, was the sole end of his 
solicitude and toil. To nothing, which had a bearing, near or re- 
mote, adverse or friendly on such an end, could he be indifferent. 
Even the veil for a woman’s face became here a matter of deep in« 
terest—too important to be overlooked in a pastoral letter. 
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1 understand the Apostle to affirm, in the second place, that he 
was anxious to present, and illustrate, and enforce every lesson of in- 
siruction he might give, in the light of the peculiarities of the Gospel. 
On whatever subject he might dwell, he did not choose to speak as 
an economist, or politician, or philosopher. A higher character he 
sustained. ‘The various relations of those with whom he had to do, 
he contemplated in a more solemn light. Jo his eye, the truths of 
the Gospel shed their lustre on every thing. And what his eye saw, 
his tongue and pen could not but choose to describe. Whatever 
he might exhibit, he was ‘‘ determined”’ to hold up in the light which 
shone from the face of the crucified Savior. Was he constrained 
to expose the guilt of the church, in allowing a gross fornicator to 
keep his place at the communion table? Who, taking his position 
at the foot of the cross, could adequately estimate that guilt? What 
motives to “ purge out the old leaven” pressed upon their inmost 
spirits, when they remembered that ‘‘ Christ their passover was sac- 
rificed for them!” Would the Apostle dissuade his brethren from 
such intercourse with idolaters, as might be the occasion of apostasy 
to weaker members of the church ? With what resistless force must 
his tender appeal have reached their hearts, when he admonished 
them, that through their “‘ knowledge the weak brother” might “ per- 
ish, for whom Christ died!” Would he persuade ‘‘ servants” to 
maintain their allegiance to their Savior, whatever opposition they 
might meet with from their masters? How appropriate and power- 
ful is the argument lie urges,—‘* Ye are bought with a price; BE 
NOT YE THE SERVANTS OF MEN.” ‘Thus, whatever truth he might 
be called to present, he was determined to present it as a Christian 
minister, betaking himseif to Jesus Christ and Him crucified for 
arguments and illustrations. 

Will you say, my brother, that I have lost sight of the example 
of the Apostle, either in introducing or disposing of the subject of 
slavery in my religious discources? You cannot say so. Have I 
dwelt upon it as an economist, or politician, or philosopher? Have 
I sought applause as a rhetorician? Have | courted popularity for 
money or aname? No. Had I been guilty in any of these respects, 
I should have escaped the odium and reproach which, with no very 
sparing hand, have been measured out for me. No; it was because 
on the subject of slavery ‘‘ I determined not to know any thing save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified,” that I have been reviled and slan- 
dered. I have presented the slave as a brother—the child of our 
common Father; redeemed by our Savior, and entitled to all the 
benefits suited to such high relations. Thisis ‘‘ the head and front 
of my offending.” What if I were to gather a congregation of 
southern slaves around me, and expound and enforce for their ben- 
efit the direction of Paul, “ Ye are bought with a price; be not ye 
the servants of men!” should I not preach Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified ? 

You remind me, that it is my appropriate business, as a preacher 
of the gospel, to toil for the salvation of souls. Your admonition I 
receive with humility and gratitude. Be it my privilege while I live, 
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thus to labor. But may I pause, and dwell upon the meaning of 
your language? In what must the salvation of souls consist? In 
such fears and hopes, and joys, as however they may agitate us, 
fail to reduce us to our proper places in the moral system, to which 
we belong? ‘Then were the Scribes and Pharisees saved; for they 
seem to have had no lack of such feelings. Does it consist in 
maintaining, without reproach, a profession of religion, or in aetiv- 
ity in such enterprises, as have the patronage of the church, with 
which we may be connected? ‘Then were the wretches saved, 
who the Savior declares devouered widow’s houses, and for a pres 
tence made long prayers! ‘They were full of missionary zeal ;—< 
“‘ compassing sea and land to make a proselyte.” Jo be saved we 
must come into conformity with the relations we sustain to God and 
our neighbor. Short of this we may have our fears, and hopes, and 
joys, our religious professions and enterprises. Short of this, we, may 
make high pretentions, long prayers, and many proselytes. Short of 
this, we may employ wittr wonderful success a thousand so-called soul- 
saving expedients. But short of this, we cannot be saved. Short of this, 
what could we do in that world of eternal harmony, where every 
thing finds and keeps its proper place?) The devourers of widows’ 
houses here, must receive damnation hereafter. Alas! what then 
must become of those who MAKE wiDows, and then DEVOUR THEM 
AND THEIR CHILDREN in the midst ofthe American churches? What 
must become of their apologists, however ingenious and grave they 
may be? What, my brother! have you a system of soul-saving, 
which inspires men with the hope of Heaven, while they refuse 
heartily to own every human creature as a brother? A system of 
piety, which leaves men below the level of humanity! Can you 
make saints, who fall short of being MeN? Out upon such saints. 
Away with such piety. It makes any creature, who is deceived by 
its lofty pretentions, ‘‘ two fold more the child of hell,” than it found 
him. I have heard of some “young converts,” who would not join 
a church that treated men as men, according to their moral worth! 
If prejudice, the most insane and cruel, could not be humored, and 
factitious distinctions maintained ;—if they must take their place at 
the communion table, by the side of their poor brother, of another 
complexion, their offended dignity would turn away, and stand aloof 
from the Savior’s “ little ones!’? I have heard of a church, which 
suited its arangements to such views and feelings, and bowed be- 
fore the giant prejudices of its young converts; and gloried in its 
shame, by baptizing its anti-christian expedients by the name of ef- 
forts to save souls! Out, I say, upon such notions of salvation.— 
Romance for Reality! Animal feeling for Christian principle! 
False philosophy, for ‘‘ Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” 

Are you the man, my brother, to talk of saving those, whose 
hearts are too heard and narrow to admit the common sentiments 
of humanity! Alas, this piety, both un-human and inhuman, what 
mischief has it not done wherever it has been countenanced in the 
church of God! What! Is God, our Savior, to be honored with hu- 
man sacrifices! Human nature to be placed a bleeding victim on 
the altar of Piety! Men, women, and children to be offered by 
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thousands to Moloch in the midst of the monuments of Christianity, 
without admonition or rebuke! Nay, ministers, and elders, and 
deacons, ‘‘ binding the sacrifice with cords unto the horns of the als 
tar!’? And we, preachers of the Gospel, in the midst of these aboms 
inations, must close eyes, ears, and lips, and keep to our proper 
business of saving souls! Are we thus to convince gainsayers! 
And extend the triumphs of the Cross! And bring the whole fami- 
ly of Adam into one dear brotherhood | 

Let me entreat you to study your Bible. Mark the course which 
prophets and apostles, with the Savior at their head, pursued. Did 
they throw the mantle of religion over the chain of servitude and 
the scourge of oppression? When? Where? How% Thatthing 
they never did. In language, the most pointed and emphatic, they 
exposed the hypocrisy of those pretenders, who tried to unite the 
love of God with hatred of man. ‘They applied the edge of the most 
cutting irony to the fat hearts of such religionists. They leveled 
their dreadful blows at the king on his throne and the priest at the 
altar. Wealth, renown, refinement, furnished noshield for the guil- 
ty. And were they not intent on the salvation of souls? Yes; in- 
deed they were ; and they employed the only appropriate means. — 
Who, now, is to occupy the places which their ascent to heaven has 
left vacant? Ifthe ministers of the gospel refuse to catch their 
mantle, on whose shoulders shall it fall? If the pulpit may not be 
employed in exposing and rebuking popular iniquity, what is it good 
for? Shall we leave the guilty to work out their own reformation, 
while we, ——— keep ourselves to the business of saving souls! 

Look again, my brother, to those models, to which every christ- 
ian minister is bound to conform himself. Did they take the side 
of the oppressor against the oppressed? Did they court the rich 
and despise the poor? Did they look on unmoved while the strong 
crushed the weak? Never. Of the victims of popular prejudice 
and violence they were the friends and advocates; and this at the 
hazard of reputation and of life. When did they refuse “to consid- 
er the poor?” to raise up the down-trodden? Were they not “eyes 
to the blind and feet were they not tothelame?”? ‘The cause which 
they knew not, were they not forward and thorough to search out ? 
Did not our Savior appropriate the Gospel especially to the poor— 
to the poor, to whom His heart and His arms were ever open? And 
must we see the poor, driven from the Cross, robbed of the Bible, 
plundered—not of their ‘‘ ewe lambs,” but of their wives and child- 
ren, insulted, polluted, murdered with impunity, and keep our hearts 
and our tongues still? Must we see churches, built up by fraud 
and filled with adultery, without uttering a syllable! And religious 
teachers claiming for American slavery the stability and the sanctity 
of a christian institution! and quoting texts from the Old Testament 
and the New to justify man-stealing! and spitting their venom in 
the faces of the friends of human freedom! Must we see all this 
and much more, and keep as cold and silent as the grave! And 
why? For the sake of saving souls! Then let us take the priest on 
his way to Jericho, for our model. He was, probably, intent on 
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making proselytes. Full of missionary zeal, how conld he pause to 
pity and help the poor sufferer, whom the thieves had left “ half 
dead?’ He could not come down from the work of saving souls to 
relieve a wounded, bleeding body! His picty suffocated his human- 
ity! and along he stalks “on the other side.” Say, my brother, 
are we to tread in his footsteps? Certainly we are, if our priestly 
obligations are inconsistent with “‘ considering the poor? 

My brother, have you tasted the “ blessediess” of ‘ considering 
the poor?’ Do you recognize in them the form and face of your 
final judge? Be not deceived. Mistake not sickly sentimentalism 
for christian principle. Study the description which, in the 25th 
of Matthew, our Savior gives of the final judgment. What think you 
of that stranger, hungry, ragged, oppressed, and exhausted by dis- 
ease, whom He, there, exhibits as His representative? Can you 
turn away from his crushed frame and broken heart, under the pre- 
tence that this is required by your official obligations! The minis- 
ters of Christ, too much engaged in soul-saving to sympathize with 
their suffering Lord, to vindicate His rights, to relieve His necessi- 
ties! Hypocrisy, my brother, lurks in every such pretence. 1 charge 
you, affectionately yet solemnly, in the light of ‘ Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified,” plead the cause of the oppressed. ‘ Cry aloud and 
spare not.” As thyself in bonds, remember the bound. Enlist the 
church in the cause of holy freedom. Give heaven and earth no 
rest till ‘‘ every yoke is broken and the oppressed are free.” Then 
shall salvation, proceeding from the throne of God and the Lamb, 
gladden the face of all the earth. ‘ Then shall thy light brake 
forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily, 
and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord 
shall be thy rereward.” 

Oneida County, N. Y., June, 1836. 


ADDRESS, BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE GLASGOW 
EMANCIPATION SOCIETY, 


To the Miniters of Religion in particular, and the Friends of Negro _Emanei- 
pation, in general, on American Slavery. 


Esteemep Curistian Frienps, 


Ir is in no spirit of hostility to America, that we now solicit your 
co-operation in striving to expedite the extinction of its Slavery.— 
There may be those who denounce the guilt of its oppressions,-§n 
hatred and terror of its liberal institutions. But with these we have 
no sympathy. Nor is it to these we now principally address our- 
selves; for it will be found, if we mistake not, that they took little 
part in attaining emancipation for the Slaves of our own Colonies, 
and are ne way disposed to exert themselves for the snppression of 
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those evils in America, through which alone they can, with any hope 
of success, assail its disrelished virtues. 

Perhaps it may be thought by some, that we should rather veil 
than expose the errors of our trans-Atlantic brethren, with which 
their exalted principles are practically associated, lest we involve 
good and bad in the same common obloquy. But such temporis- 
ing expediency, such dereliction of duty in apprehension of consequen- 
ces is the very prop and stay of that hateful and hated system which 
we desire to overthrow; and for ourselves, we fear nothing in vin- 
dicating the cause of him who was anointed to proclaim liberty to 
the captives. 

But why, it may be asked, were not such representations and re- 
monstrances employed sooner? American Slavery is of long stand- 
ing; why then are we only now bestirring ourselves for its aboli- 
tion? This sort of objection might be reasonably urged were we 
defending the immaculacy of our past conduct ; but if we have been 
reprehensibly negligent hitherto, that is no reason for neglecting 
duty still: on the contrary, we are the more bound to improve, 
promptly and indefatigably, what opportunities remain for its vigorous 
performance. If additional obligations, however, were necessary, 
they are not wanting. The emancipation of all Slaves in the 
British Empire, precludes other nations from now meeting us with 
the reproach, Physician heal thyself; and arms us with a meral in- 
fluence, for the use of which we are solemnly responsible. It is 
true our Colonial negroes are not wholly free, but wherein our ex- 
ample is here deficient, our experience is the more admonitory, and 
we can assure all whom the assurance may reach, that our Eman- 
cipation Act has wrought well in all but its qualifications — that 
in Antigua and the Bermudas, where the boon of freedom was be- 
stowed, unmodified, all is contentment and comparative prosperity; 
and that asthe result of the whole, we desire all expatriated Afri 
cans to be as ours new are, excepting their Apprenticeship. 

The ample and accurate intelligerce now possessed, as to the 
state of American Society, likewise augments the obligation to ex- 
ert ourselves for its amendment. We krew there were Slaves ia 
the United States, but we did not know till lately that nearly two 
millions and a half of the inhabitants are in a State of Slavery. We 
kvew that people of colur; even tbough free, were regarded with 
prejudice, but we did not know that they are subjected to a cease- 
less and systematized ignominy from which the sanctuary itself, 
and even the table of the Lord, afford them no retreat or protection. 
it was matter of notoriety that Abolitionists in America shared the 
jealousy of all magnanimous philanthropists; but the threatenings 
and slaughters breathed out against them by the periodical press, 
by ministers and magistrates, Presbyteries and States, have incal- 
culably exceeded our darkest suspicions, and filled us not less. with 
astonishment than abhorrence. 

But what have you todo with us, our American brethren may 
ask? Why, being foreigners, intermeddle with-our domestic in- 
stitutions? And what have you to do, we reply, with the heathea 
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uitions, to whom, on a scale so magnificent, you are sending de- 
vo‘ed, undaunted, Missionaries ? Why molest their household econ- 
omy by aspersing their household gods? Is it allegedjthat the cases 
are different? Our reply is—the same word which condemns idols 
condemns instruments of cruelty, and furnishes the maxim alike 
aypsicable to both :—Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, 
and not suffer sin upon him. The cavil, however is so weak, as to 
be unworthy of refutation. Were we reasoning with idolators who 
say, keep your gods and we shall keep ours, we might patiently ex- 
pound our conviction that there is but one true God, and one true 
religion, and plead the consequent necessity laid upon us, to press 
the universal adoption of that faith and fulfillment ofthat law, which 
alone we account divine, and acceptable, and saving. But how can we 
composedly dilate on these first principles of the oracles of God to 
American Christians, who are at the very moment prosecuting ef- 
forts of gloriously aggressive benevolence? Such works are to us 
more expressive than words, and adopting the former as our model, 
in preference to the latter, we shall extend the same fidelity to 
America as America to other nations. 

Will you not, esteemed Christian friends, aid us in this work and 
Jabor of love? Think what is due to the gospel of Jesus; which 
slavery in all its forms obstructs, outrages and defies. Consider 
what we owe to the subjugated, and even when liberated, still abus- 
ed negro. Suppose him all that malevolence would pronounce him, 
are we not equally with an apostle, made debtors to the barbarians 
as well as to the Greeks, by that holy religion, which proclaims God 
to have made of one blood all nations that dwell on the face of the 
earth, which enjoins to loose the bands of wickedness—to undo the 
the heavy burdens—to let the oppressed go free—to break every yoke ; 
and whose comprehensive commission, as delivered by a once crucifi- 
ed, but then risen Redeemer, is—Go into all the world, and preach the 
the gospel to every creature! But many of these stolen, enslaved, insult- 
ed strangers, are accredited followers of the Lamb ofGod. They are 
not merely bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, but members of that 
one whole family, that is named in Christ, bought with the same blood 
as ourselves, sanctified by the same spirit, crying on the same foot- 
ing of adoption, Abba Father. How then shall we behold unmov- 
ed, the anguish of their souls, and not be verily guilty concerning 
our brethren? How shall we hear their cruel bondage, and imag- 
ine while acting, as if we knew it not, that we are remembering 
those that are in bonds as bound with them, and them that suffer 
adversity as being ourselves also in the body ? 

Think what claims the Emancipationists of America have on our 
resolute co-agency. Among these are to be found some of the nor 
blest spirits of the age; the brightest examples of humanity and re- 
ligion. In naming some, we may be wronging others, but these 
will the most readily excuse us, for instancing Lundy, Garrison, 
Tappan, Birney, Cox, and Jay; men who have not only engaged 
their superior powers, and not only sacrificed their time and their 
property, but braved a hurricane of obloquy and danger, placing life 
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itself in jeopardy to effect the liberation of the oppressed African. 
Our efficient interposition would strengthen the hands and gladden 
the heart of such men; would enhance the credit of the undertak- 
ing with their countrymen; increase the number of its supporters, 
enfeeble the hostility of its opponents, and every way hasten their 
ultimate victory. What, then, are all our lauded principles— what 
our high-sounding professions, if we deny to such benefactors a fra- 
ternal alliance at once so easy to us and precious to them? At 
“the same time to be precious it must be immediate. One year 
heuce these regenerators of their country may less need our assistance. 
In a few years hence their names will certainly be honored by the very 
classes who now execrate them. But if they live tosee the effect of 
their exertions in this transformation of public opinion, they will look 
back from amid the admiring throng to remember and acknowledge 
those earliest allies who first joined their imperiled standard, helping 
them when they needed help, approving and supporting them while 
yet vilified and assailed. 

In a word, reflect what is duty to the slaveholders themselves.— 
Are they not objects of Christian philanthropy, the victims of a bond- 
age so much worse than that which they inflict, as voluntary sin is 
more dreadful than is voluntary suffering. It is true they may dis- 
relish our expostulation, but the more it is disliked the more it is 
needed, and to wink at the offence is to contract its guilt. 

In whatever light, then, we contemplate the subject it imperative- 
ly requires us to be up and doing. ‘There is no escape from the 
responsibility. ‘Ihe opinion of this country will be estimated by 
its expression, and whzrever it is not expressed, silence will be con- 
strued into consent. Such a construction would be, indeed, utterly 
groundless. There are some, who deplore, and others who deride, 
and a few, it may be, who pailiate, but who are they of our popula- 
tion that defend the Slavery of America? If any speak of gradual 
cure, it is not so much as being necessary to the negro, a dogma 
which the reeent history of our colonies has signally exploded, but 
to the masters, who cannot be expected, it seems, to act righteously 
all on a sudden, after being so long habituated to extreme unright- 
eousness, and must needs themselves go through an apprenticeship 
to prepare them for dealing justly and loving mercy! This is the 
highest pleading proffered in our country to trans-Atlantic Slavery. 
And will highminded America accept of this vindication? It can- 
not be, and next, therefore, to earnest remonstrance, we desire noth- 
ing more earnestly than a publication of this defence from our neu- 
trals of non-interference ; for, if such be the vindicat'on of America, 
what is ‘its condemnation? If any, however be speechless, their 
taciturnity will be misconstrued, and all, therefore, who do not in- 
terpose te dissever, are powerfully, though indirectly confirming the 
delusions of the oppressor and the calamities of the onpressed. The 
question then, is not whether we shall be actionless, but whether we 
shall do good or evil; not whether we shall take a side, h:t whichside we 
shail take; for, whosoever in this cause is not with Chri-:, is against him, 
and he who gathereth not with him, scattereth. Surely “hristianscan- 
hot waver between these alternatives. They came toa decision in re- 
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Jation to ourown colonies, and how glorious is the result! Asa political 
question, the abolishing of slavery has been agitated for half a cen- 
tury in vain, the strongest arguments from expediency achieving no 
perceptible advancement; but no sooner was it discussed asa reli- 
gious question, than the mountains were levelled and the valleys 
filled before the resistless march of Christian principle. * How an- 
imating is the encouragement afforded by this success. And let it 
not be said that the influence so availing here is insusceptible of ex- 
tention to foreign shores. Were we reasoning on merely civil 
grounds, we might be told of the difference of civil condition; but 
we argue on spiritual grounds, and derive our arguments from the 
Word which owns no distinction of kindred or clime. 

Already our Christian influence with America has been tested 
and established. What good has been already effected by Mr. G. 
Thompson, our eloquent and devoted deputy.*! Once we sent 
thousands to subjugate America, and with all the prowess of British 
arms and courage, and tactics, they failed in the enterprise. More 
recently we sent our combatant, and him unarmed, to liberate A- 
merica’s oppressed millions by speaking the truth. And what has 
been the result? He has fled. Yes, as Paul fled from Iconium and 
Lystra, to escape the jealousy and hatred consequent upon conquest. 
He has retreated, leaving behind him nearly +300 immediate aboli- 
tion societies, in great part the fruit of his benevolent mission. — 
Were Britain then to exert fully its moral power, or rather by individ- 
ual fidelity to call down the full blessing from on High, American 
Slavery, we are free to anticipate, could not witstand the onset.— 
J.et ministers, and Elders, and Deacons, exert their apropriate in- 
fluence with the flocks of which they are the responsible overseers. 
Let the several churches and ecclesiastical courts and congregation- 
al unions proclaim, in affectionate but faithful accents, their deep 
and painful and universal impression of America’s blame-worthiness. 
These means, though simple, are invincible--they must prevail. 

Before the first shock of weapons, not carnal, wielded by a mighty 
and united people, the surest strong hold of oppression, will rend, 
and shake, and fall. And when Slavery expires in America, where 
shall it survive? With such desertion trom its ranks and accession 
to its assailants, where and with what resources shall it maintain its 
ground? We are bold to reply nowhere and nohow. The battle 
now fought in Columbia decides for the world. All nations, ac- 
counting it final, look on with generous hope or interested fear ; 
and when victory declares, as it shall declare, so surely as God is 
true, for the friends of injured humanity, all the ends of the earth 
must speedily participate in the joyful consumation—transcendent 
Jubelee, inferior only to that which it shall accompany and promote, 
the admission of all the families of the earth into the glorious Jibs 
erty of the children of God. 

Glasgow, April 10th, 1836. 





* The services of Captain Stuart deserves also to be acknowledged as most 
arduous and valuable. 
+ There are now above 500. 
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For the New-England Telegraph. 


“HE FOLLOWETH NOT US.” 


Mr. Tuacner :—I did not intend, that such a length of time should 
elapse, before I sent you another communication ; but really I have 
been so busy in the clerical cabinet, that I had nearly forgotten even 
some of my old friends. Besides, I have hardly known where to 
begin, in giving you some farther account of our designs.and ope- 
rations. 1am truly thankful, however, that you have now put a text 
into my mouth, which affords me a most favorable theme for what- 
ever illustrations of our great maxim, I might deem “ expedient” to 
make to you and your readers. I must however, in the outset, beg 
you and them to receive this communication as “ strictly confiden- 
tial ;” for, should it fall into the hands of any of our chief dignita- 
ries, you might at once expect the appointment of an ‘ Inquisitor 
General,’’ to require an oath of confession of every one in the clois- 
ter, from which time the ‘ gag’’ would be so effectually applied, that 
you would get at no more secrets, I can assure you. But, to the 
text in question. 

‘ Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he fol- 
loweth not us; and we forbade him BEcausE HE FOLLOWETH NOT 
US.” —Mark ix. 38. 

Now, Mr. Thacher, do you not know, that this is one of the plain- 
est, most practical, and most scriptural maxims, by which we have 
long been governed? It is, indeed, by the general rule laid down 
in this passage of scripture, that we interpret all others, not even 
excepting that suggested by the apostle Paul ;—* All things are 
Jawful for me, but all things are not expedient.” For, there can be 
nothing, in the church or out of the church, more inezpedient, than 
to give countenance to any one who “‘ followeth not us.” This, in 
fact, is THE GREAT “‘ DOCTRINE OF EXPEDIENCY,” which you know, 
has long been our guide in all matters, whether doctrinal, practical, 
ecclesiastical or clerical. How can it be ‘‘ expedient” to allow any 
one even to follow the dictates of his own conscience, unless_ his 
conscience dictate him to ‘ follow us’? Were we not to place un- 
der bonds every one who “‘ followeth not us,” we should speedily 
lose our influence and ascendency both in the church and in the 
world, and it would no longer be seen or ackowledged, that wa 
stand at the head not only of the church, butof all the grand, moral 
enterprises of the age; and then, some of those daring and reckless, 
not to say impudent spirits, who do not follow us, would certainly 
get though they might not seek the meed of praise, which would be 
an incurable wound to our fame and dignity. When I say we, in 
this connection, I do not mean myself alone, like ‘‘ we, Nicnovas I. 
Emperor of ALL ‘rHe Russias?” but | mean we who stand at the 
HEAD of ecclesiastical affairs and the moral movements of the day, 
and mean to be considered as holding the “ balance wheel” of all 
the machinery which the enterprize of this wonderworking age has 
put in operation. It is easy to see, therefore, that it is not expedi- 
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ent for any thing to be done, unless ‘ we are the doers thereof,’ or 
especially, which does not come immediately under our supervision 
and direction. When, therefore, we see any one “ casting out dev- 
ils,’ and he does not follow us, we deem it “‘ expedient,” if not im- 
peritive, to make use of that authority, which has been transmitted 
to us, like Peter’s keys to the Pope, from the early disciples, and 
immediately ‘ forbid him.’ 

Now, Sir, I can give you several examples, in which we have 
made use of this our prerogative ; and if any one presumes to ques- 
tion our-tight, we shall forthwith forbid him, because “ he followeth 
not us.” 

Some years since, when the demon rum, with his mighty ‘ legions,’ 
possessed myriads of our countrymen, and was rapidly driving them, 
like the switte of old, to the gulf of perdition; William Goodell 
began, with great success, to cast out devils. But, William Good- 
ell was always an “ ultra; an ‘ultra’ is one who goes beyond us ; 
and one who goes beyond us, certainly does not follow us. There- 
fore, ‘ we forbade him, because he followed not us.” We establish- 
ed a press of our own for the very purpose of silencing bim, and 
succeeded in driving him from New-England. Still he persisted in 
“ casting out devils,’ despite of our prohibition, and we continued 
to forbid him, and to forbid others from granting him aid necessary to 
his subsistence, until he was obliged to abandon his paper, and has 
gone to casting out devils of another “ kind.” Still, in thts work, 
‘he followeth not us ;’’ but he has now so many reckless spirits to 
keep him in countenance, that we begin to fear the direful conse- 
quences, and that our authority will be unavailing. 

You know very well, Sir, that William Lloyd Garrison began 
several years since, to cast out that ‘‘ kind” of devils which “ pos- 
sess” the slaveholders and pro-slavery men of this land of boasted 
civil and religious freedom. Now, we have ever been willing to 
admit, that it is an “‘ evil” for nearly two millions and a half of our 
fellow creatures in this country to be holden in slavery. But then, 
William L. Garrison is quite as much of an ultra as William Good- 
ell. He goes quite beyond, and of course ‘ followeth not us,” in 
casting out devils; and we “ forbade him because he followeth not 
us.” 

It will not be soon forgotten, that Geo, Thompson, having suc- 
ceeded, with his co-laborers, in casting out devils throughout the 
British empire, had the impudence to come over into this coun 
try,—as his Master went over into the country of the Gadarenes,— 
without even asking our leave; and when he came here, ‘ he fellow- 
ed not us,’ ‘ and of course we for>ade him.’ We even succeeded 
in raising against him such a tremendous storm, as to drive him 
and his helpless family from our shores. 

Now in our treatment of Thompson, we had not only the exam- 
ple of the disciples, who forbade the man, that cast out devils and 
did not follow them, but we had the the authority of the Gadarenes 
to whom I have just alluded. When the Savior had cast out the 
legion of devils, who entered into the swine, the “ whole city came 
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out to meet him, and besought him to depart out of their coasts. 
And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his 
own country.” So we felt ourselves fully authorized not only to 
forbid ‘Thompson, because ‘ he followed not us,’ but to drive him, 
by mobs and violence, out of our cousts, and he, still following the 
example of his master, ‘entered into a ship, passed over, aud went 
into his own country.’* 

You know very well, also, that a majority of the students in Lane 
Seminary, with the notorious Weld and other ‘ fanatics” to excite 
them, thoroughly discussed the subject of slavery, and came to the 
full conviction that this devil and his legions ought to be cast out of 
our country; and thoush we were willing to admit the truth “ in 
the abstract,” yet those ** boys,”’ as we termed them, ‘ folowed not us,’ 
and we peremtorily “ forbade them,’ by consequence of which they 
left the Institution, and have been scattered abroad and induced to 
run “every where,”’ sowing the seeds of discord, just like the disci- 
ples, who were scattered by ‘the persecution which arose about 
Stephen.” Sull we forbid them, whenever they come within any 
of our precincts, and it is a matter of no little vexation to us, that 
they are no more inclined to regard our authority. ¢ 

The same spirit of insubordination, sometime since, arose at An- 
dover, the very nucleus of our “ power, and seat,and greatjauthor- 
ity ;” which threatened, for a time, to give us a great deal of trouble 
and perplexity. But, we immediately “ forbade” the ring-leaders 
in the “excitement,” because ‘they followed not us,’ told them, 
that they must not even “ pray about it publicly,” and have happi- 
ly succeeded in reducing those, who might otherwise be inclined to 
cast out devils without following us, to a very desirable state of ap- 
pathy and quietude. 

It cannot have escaped your observation, that John R. Mc/Dowall 
zealously undertook to cast out “ the spirit of an unclean devil,” 
which has long been infesting our cities, villages and country towns. 
But, John R. Me Dowall “ followeth not ws; and we forbade” and 
* silenced” “* him” by Presbyterial authority, ‘‘ because he followeth 
not us.” 

Do you not know, too, Mr. Editor, that the grand reason why we 
have forbidden you, is, because you have not followed us. It is 
true, that we all profess to condemn Freemasonry as base and wick- 
ed; but then for you to presume to ‘cast out the devil,’ and dis- 
fellowship Freemasons, without following us and asking our, conus 
sel, was a high-handed misdemeanor. It is of no avail for you to 
affirm, that Freemasonry is infidelity, and that you could not, 
conscienciously, hold fellowship with its devotees, who by their 
oaths and combined influence nulified the discipline of the church ; 
you ought to have followed us. Nor is it ofany use for you to cite the 





*It is a fact, which must blot the page of our history and ought to crim- 
son the cheek of every American, tliat many of the clergy did much to ex- 
cite the fury of the populace against George Thompson, and were thus 
greatly instrumental in expelling him from this boasted “ asylum of the op- 
pressed.’’—Enitor. 
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command of Pau!, “ Come out from among them and be ye sepa- 
rate ;’—“‘ have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them,” for we never forbid a man because ‘‘ he 
followeth ‘not’? Paul, but because “he fulloweth not us.” You 
know, that Dr. Beecher, near the commencement of your difficul- 
ties, admitted that Freemasonry was a corrupt and infidel institu- 
tion, but aflirmed that ‘the time had not come to make ita matter 
of church discipline; and the great majority of us are still of the 
same opinion. Just so we think, too, in respect to slavery ; and 
the time, in vur view never will come to make either Freemasonry 
or slavery a matter of discipline, until we have so adjudicated for 
the churches. You, then, ‘did wrong, by your own showing,’ in 
presuming to disfellowship Freemasonry, without first having our 
advice in ecclesiastic: 7 council; and for this reason we have, in 
effect, ‘forbidden you,’ and are determined to give you counte- 
nance by no ministerial intercourse or fellowship. 

For similar reasons we have ‘ forbidden’ ‘a little ultra orthodox 
man in black,” who never will ‘ follow us,’ when his conscience and 
the Bible direct him in another path; for I have already remarked, 
that an “ultra” is one who goes beyond us, and to go beyond is 
never to follow. It wis for this reason, that one of us attached to 
him the title which I have here quoted, and attempted to hold him 
up to public scorn in the New-York Evangelist. But he, (a thous- 
and bad wishes on his head,)—to our great grief and vexation, was 
not at all ashamed to be considered “ ultra’ to the most of us, who, 
it must be confessed are rather lax; and, like the most impudent 
of all those who mean to ‘ follow’ conscience and the Bible, rather 
than “ws,’’ shamelessly gloried in that very title which we intended 
as an everlasting stigma. Indeed, Sir, it cannot be denied, that 
there are individuals, who, we fear, are not likely to die any sooner 
than ourselves, whom we have time and again, ‘ forbidden’ and ate 
tempted to load with reproach and infamy, because they “ follow not 
us ;’’ but, like a distinguished *‘ ultra” of old, who even had the im- 
pudence to withstand Peter to the face, because “ he was to be blam- 
ed”’ for his ‘ disimulation,” they seem to “ take pleasure in infirm- 
ities, in reproaches, in necessities, in poreneenene, in distresses”” 
for conscience’ sake, and hence our shafts of obloquy so often fall 
harmless at their feet. We have used the term “ ultra,” till it has 
become quite stale; and those to whom we have applied and intended 
it as a term of reproach, are so conscientious and zealously engaged 
in many good works, that “‘ the common people,” who often ‘ hear 
them gladly,’ already begin to think that it means something good. 
We do affirm, however, by positive authority, that the Editor of the 
Hopkinsian Magazine “ is dead”; and if, while we suppose and af- 
firm this, he does not, like the man of old, who was stoned and 
dragged out of the city, rise up, stand upon his feet, and come back 
again, it will afford us unspeakable satisfaction. But, if he should 
again return to life, it need not be expected that we shall relinquish 
our authority. He was always an “ ultra” in his tone of preaching 
and orthodoxy. Of course, “‘ he followeth not us; and we forbade 
him, beeause he followeth not us.” 
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Now, for the use of this authority, Mr. Editor, I have more ex- 
amples than the one cited in the text upon which I am giving you 
this “ practical exposition.”? I can quote these authorities from the 
Bible, too; and in order to refresh your memory I will just refer to 
the passages. Amos vil. 10—13. ‘“ Then Amaziah the priest of 
Beth-el went to Jeroboham king of Israel, saying, Amos hath con- 
spired against thee in the midst of the house of Israel ; the land is 
not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos saith, Jeroboham shall 
die by the sword, and Israel shall surely he led away captive out of 
their own land. Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go 
flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and proph- 
esy there: But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it is 
the kings chapel, and it is the king’s court.” No doubt this Amos 
was one of those fanatical “ incendiaries,”? who sowed the seeds of 
sedition, and endeavored to “dissolve the union” of the tribes of 
Israel. ‘Therefore it well became Amaziah, who was a “ priest,’’ 
to ‘ forbid him’ from prophesying in the “ king’s chapel.” It is not 
unlikely that he was one of those “ itinerant agents and lecturers,” 
who did not pay much regard to “ the advice and consent of the pas- 
tors and regular ecclesiastical bodies :’* and hence it well became 
Amaziah, who seems to have been a settled pastor, to forbid his 
prophesying in Beth-el. Again, Acts iv. 16, 18. “‘ What shall we 
do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done 
by them is manifest to all them that dwell at Jerusalem, and we 
cannot deny it. But that it spread no further among the people, let 
us straitly threaten them, that they speak no more in this name. 
And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all, nor 
to teach in the name of Jesus.’’ Here, Mr. Editor, we have an ex- 
ample of authority rather more to ovr purpose, than the one cited 
above. But, it seems that those “ imprudent” fellows did not much 
heed it. Acts. v. 27, 28. “ And when they had brought them, they 
set them before the council : and the high priest [Dr. Annas, I sup- 
pose] asked them, saying, Did not we straitly command you, that ye 
should not teach in this name? and behold ye have filled Jerusalem 
with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 

Dr. Annas here certainly ‘“ spoke with feeling on the subject of 
getting ISMS into the church, over the heads of ministers ;+ and I 
have no doubt that, if our Resolutions respecting evangelists.t es- 
pecially the second, had been introduced to that “council,” they 
would have passed “ unanimously’. What could have been better 
adapted to the state of things, at that time, when those reckless 
“lectures” had ‘filled Jerusalem with their doctrine,’ than our 
second Resolution, which I ask leave to cite ? 





* See Resolutions of the General Associations of Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts. 

t See Dr. Beecher’s remarks in General Association. 

¢ Resolutions passed in the General Associations of Connecticut and Mas- 
sachusetts. 
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Resolved, That the operations of itinerent agents and lecturers attempting 
to enlighten the churches, in respect to particular points of Christian doc- 
trine and of Christian morals, and to control the religious sentiment of the 
community, on topics which fall most appropriately within the sphere of 
pastoral instruction and pastoral discretion as to the time and manner, with- 
out the advice und consent of the pastors and regular ecelesiastical bodies, —is 
an unauthorized interfearance with the rights, duties, and discretion of the 
stated ministry, dangerous to the influence of the pastoral office, and fatal 
to the peace and good order of the churches. 


But, Mr. Editor, I am extending this communication beyond all 
proper limits; and if | have not given you a “ practical exposition” 
of the text in question, I fear that nothing coming from my pen will 
satisfy your mind. [ have certainly adduced both examples and au- 
thorities ; and must leave the subject for the present. As I wish to 
say a little more, however, in justification of the doings of our Gen- 
eral Associations, I shall endeavor to send you another article more 
directly upon that subject. In the mean time, let me again entreat 
you and your readers to keep this, as Freemasons used to say, ‘‘ upon 
the square,” and not betray your sincere friend, GAIUS. 


OBITUARY. 


Diep in Durham, Greene County, New York; June 18th, Lydia, wife of 
Linus H. Fellows, V. D. M.; after a distressing sickness of 15 days, in the 
42d year of her age. 

The object of the writer of this, is, to give a few simple facts which relate 
to the life and death of the deceased ; being averse to those eulogies of the 
dead, which make sinful mortals appear more like holy, angelic, than cor- 
rupt, human nature. Let it be here observed, that the deceased was one of 
the sinful race of apostate man; a plain, Bible truth, of which she herself 
appeared deeply sensible ; and in view of wich she often mourned. By cor- 
dially embracing this fundamental truth of the Christian system, she became 
a cordial believer, and we trust lover, of all the great truths which stand con- 
nected with it. Blessed with no religious instruction from parental lips ; 
and with very limited advantages for mental improvement, she arose to ac- 
tive life unprepared for that usefulness to which her mind, under different 
circumstances, would have led her. Still, possessing good natural abilities, 
united with an affectionate disposition, a good share of female modesty, and 
rather more than ordinary humane feelings, she failed not to secure the es- 
teem of those who were best acquainted with her in the period of youth. 

In the fall of 1816, she became connected with her surviving partner; and 
during a period of nearly 20 years, she universally showed herself his best 
earthly friend and counsellor ; and as such, was entitled to his best affections. 
Asakind friend and obliging neighbor, she was not among the last. Asa 
prudent wife and affectionate parent, she ranked among the first. In her 
death, her companion has lost one of the best of helpmeets ; and her child- 
fen,—seven in number—one of the Lest of mothers. As a Christian, her 
walk, though not perfect, wasexemplary. Though indulging a hope of par- 
doned sin before her marriage, like her companion, and two many others, 
she made no public profession, till after the birth of her two eldest children ; 
when she and her partner united with the Congregational church in New 
Lisbon, Otsego County, while there was no special attention to religion. 
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When, subsequently to this, the attention of her companion was turned 
particularly toa preparation for the ministy ; after much prayer and consulta- 
tion, first with him and then with others, she remarked to him, if that is duty, 
I will aid you all [can. During a distressing fit of sickness with which she 
‘was visited, soon after he entered upon that preparation, from which she never 
fully recovered ; as weil as during one with which she was afilicted in the 
winter and spring of 1834, while on a visit to her friends, which kept her 
from her family thirteen weeks, and also another attack somewhat more than 
a year previous to her death, she manifested a Christian composure and resig- 
nation well worthy of imitation. Yet it was not till her last sickness and 
closing scene, during the abscence of her companion, who was a Commis- 
sioner to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, convened at 
Pittsburgh ; and her eldest child,—a daughter—at Buffalo, that her Christ- 
ian graces" shone forth, with a more brilliant and unclounded lustre. That 
survivors and readers may judge for themselves, a few of her expressions 
upon the sick and dying bed, as noted by one who was her constant attend- 
ant, will be presented. 

Her last sickness was an attack of inflamation on the lungs, which termi- 
nated in the sinking Typhus. Her physician was first called on the 3d of 
June, whose means were blessed to her relief. On the 6th, while enduring 
much bodily distress, she remarked to her attendant, speaking of the absent 
members of her family, ‘ I am glad they do not know I am sick. If my 
companion knew it, how anxious he would feel.’’ Shall I write to him? 
“Ono. Ido not wish him to know it, I should be glad were he here. But 
if the cause of Christ demands his absence, I am perfectly willing to have 
him gone.” On the 10th, she said to her attendant, ‘‘ How much grace I do 
need to support me on this sick bed! What do the impenitent do, that have 
no God?’’ Do you find that grace sufficient? “I think Ido. He makes 
all my bed in my sickness ; and it makes but little difference how we go, if 
we are prepared.’’ At one time, after hearing read the 46th Psalm, she ex- 
claimed, ‘“‘O what precious promises. The Lord of hosts is with us; that is 
enough.”’ Throughout her sickness, she manifested a very tender concern 
for those ministering to her wants. Towards night on the 11th, she remark- 
ed, “I have been trying to examine myself: and I can find nothing,—noth- 
ing on which I can rest.’’ Do you wish tofind any thing? “Ono. Jesus 
is all in all.” As you see your unworthiness, does he appear precious ?-— 
“T think he does. I think I can rest my all upon him.’ Should this sick- 
ness be unto death; can you give up your family? ‘TI believe Ican. I 
should be glad tu see my companion once more, but if it is not the will of 
God, | think I can give him up.” On the 12th, which was the Sabbath, as 
she continued to fail, it was asked her, Is your confidence in God strong as 
it has been? “I think it is. He does all things well.” Did you think 
God would take you from this Sabbath of rest to an eternal Sabbath, how 
would you feel? ‘I should be ready.” Ifinformed you might not live 
through the day, would you think it unkind? ‘Ono. Ishould wish you 
to tell me.” We have our fears you will not. This information caused no 
agitation. She only seemed much engaged in prayer. Not long after, she 
wished to have her Father-in-law called in. To him she said, “ Father, I 
am going to leave you. Will you pray?” For what particularly? “ That 
my will may be perfectly swallowed up in the will of Jehovah.” After pray- 
er, she addressed her children individually, taking each by the hand, recom- 
mending above all things an interest in Christ, and affectionately enjoining 
attention to the instructions of their father. This counsel was given with 
perfect composure. After a little rest, she was asked—have you any partic- 
ular message for your companion? ‘ Yes—but I can’t think now.” Not 
long after she said to her attendant “ Tell him not to grieve for me.” (Ah! 
how can he but grieve under so heavy a stroke of divine providence ; yet it 
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is perfectly righteous—consoling thought.) It will be but a little while, and 
we shall meet never to part. I should be glad to see him, if it were 
the will of God; but his will be done. Tell him not to feel bad because he 
went away. Tell him | had some precious seasons after he went away. O 
Ihad many.”’ And have you had any on this sick bed? “* O yes, — Christ 
has made all my bed in sickness.’’ Do you wish the prayers of the church? 
“Yes ldo.’’ About 2 in the afternoon, she said, “ J almost wonder you 
have not sent for the the Doctor.” Welhave. Do you think he can help 
you? ‘Perhaps he can give me something to make me more comfortable. 
I feel so bad. 1 am afraid [ am not patient.” 

On the night of the 13th, her attendant was absent to obtain rest. When 
she returned on the morning of the 14th,—deceased said, ** So, you will steal 
away from me after all :"\—alluding to a previous promise not to leave her.— 
Have you wanted me? *“O no: nothing in particular. It was best you 
should go.” How have you been? ‘* No better. I am afraid | have been 
impatient. I'm so diffeult: I do’nt know as any body can watch with me. 
Last night, they could not fix my pillows, all they could do,—and I had to 
send for D ,’ a girl assisting them. After being told none thought it 
impatience, she replied—‘* Well, | felt afraid it was. I do not mean to be 
impatient, but how much grace I do need!’ After reading to her a letter 
written to her companion—she said, ** | am glad he do’nt know I am sick. 
He would hurry home, and perhaps not live to get here. Why I am spared 
I know not: if I never see him, tell him not to grieve.’’ On the 15th, she 
thought herself dying: again entreated them to give heed to instruction and 
make their peace with God. Is Jesus with you in the dark valley? ‘“ Yes, 
I fear no evil. Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.’’ Can you leave 
all? ‘“* Yes— in the hands of God.” After a short interval she repeated the 
stanza, ‘Jesus can make a dying bed,’ &c. She then wished some brethren 
who were present to retire to the study, and pray that her faith and patience 
might hold out. All effort to restore circulation in her feet proved ineffect- 
ual. Observing them, she replied—‘ It looks like death.’’ Does it alarm 

ou? “Qno: Jesus supports. He is all in all.’ When beginning to re- 
vive a little after a season of sinking, in a whisper she said— ‘‘ Well sister, 
I begin to think God has something more forme to do. I thought my work 
was all done ; but there is something more.” Are you willing to wait? ‘*O 
yes,— willing to wait and willing to go; just as God sees best.’ What if 
he spare you to suffer more? ‘‘ He can sustain me.’’ During the night she 
became unable to swallow, and was thought to be dying, but still manifest- 
ed the same resignation as heretofore. On the morning of the 16th she was 
considerably revived, so that she gave directions to hersecond daughter re- 
specting her clothing. To her attendant she said, “‘ You must send for such 
things as I shall want, for I do not feel as though I could stay with you 
long.”’ I suppose you are still ready. ‘O yes,—Christ is my hope.”-— 
Those around, thought her to be dying during the forenoon. At one time 
she remarked to her physician, then present, “ It seems hard for the rest 
of nature to give up.” Her limbs she knew were mortified. Do you want 
to be gone? *‘ Just when God pleases.”’ After hearing the reading of some 
passages of scripture, she exclaimed! ‘“‘O how precious!’ Are they more 
go than usual? “I think they are. They are an anchor.” The health of 
fher attendant making it necessary to obtain rest, she asked,—do you wish 
me to take care of you to night? With a wishful look she replied, ‘‘ No: 
you can't,—you are sick now. Go home and take something for your cold.” 
During the night, she was more comfortable: but on the morning of the 17th, 
her distress became so great. that with tears, she begged to have her feet 
cut offand carried away. Soon, however, becoming more easy, she address- 
ed her children again with perfect composure, and for the last time. When 
her attendant entered and asked how she did, she replied, “‘ Very distressed 
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this morning and impatient too.’ Perhaps not impatient. ‘ Yes—I have 
been and know it. Nature gave way.’ [Perhaps more properly grace 
failed.] ‘1 hope I feel humbled.’ But grace will triumph. ‘ Yes— 
thanks be to God who giveth us the victory. Pray that 1 may not be again 
left.” 

Let it be here observed that those attending her this morning, during her 
seasons of distress, though her mind a little deranged ; an idea, however, 
she was not willing to admit. Soon after, taking her widowed sister-in-law 
by the hand, she said, ‘1 cannot stay with you much longer. God will 
take care of you and your children. He will reward you; and he will take 
care of my dear companion and children.” If | have done a deed of a dis- 
ciple, I shall receive a disciple’s reward. ‘ Yes,— and that is enough.— 
Tell my companion not to grieve for me.”’ She revived so much that her 
voice became more full and strong than it had been during her sickness; 
although one limb was cold and stiff and spotted to her bedy, and the other 
more than half way. After an interval of perfect silence, during which she 
seemed engaged in prayer, she exclaimed, * I feel as if I wanted to join the 
heavenly host in praising God and saying, Glory to God in the highest, on 
earth peace, good will tomen.’’ Do you wish to hear some singing? “ Yes.” 
Some of the choir being present, they sang, ‘ Jesus can make a dying bed,’ 
&c. On her wishing to hear more, they selected and sung the last three stanzas 
of the 237th hymn in Dwight’s collection, in the same tune, (Darwen,) verse 
beginning—‘ Not so the heir of heavenly bliss.’ The first line of the hymn 
is, ‘ What scenes of horror and of dread.’ During the day she conversed 
much. To some who had been in when she was unable to converse, she 
said, ‘I am glad to see you; when you were in, [ could not talk, but now 
Ican.”” Whenever the present providence of God towards herself and fam- 
ily was mentioned, she spoke of it with perfect resignation to the divine 
will. Towards night she complained of being tired; and asked if it were 
not possible to get her into the rocking chair. On being told she could not 
bear it; but thinking still she could, it was said to her, I fear we cannot 
manage your limbs. She replied, ‘OI forgot:” and with a smile on her 
countenance continued, ‘* Well, when I get home, they will be just as good, 
as though they had never been so.”’ 

During all her sickness, says her attendant, if I thought it best not to do 
as she wished, with the utmost cheerfulness, she yielded. Near dark she 
said, “ I’mafraid I do'nt feel right.” Why? ‘I'm so stupid, I cannot think. 
It seems as though I need not be so stupid.”” When told it was the effect of 
her disorder, she inquired, “‘ Do you think so? I was afraid it was because 
I felt wrong.’’ You will soon have done with all stupid feelings. Are you 
impatient to be gone? “Just when God pleases; Ican wait.” During 
the night the family were again called, as they thought her just gone. Said 
one, the victory will soon be yours. “ Yes.’’ She said nothing more except to 
answer a question. On the morning of the 18th, as her attendant approach- 
ed her bed, she said, “‘ I'm here yet, sister."’ Does your patience hold out? “I 
believe it does. I'm willing to wait.’’ Soon after she seized her attendant's 
hand, and inquired, ‘Can you tell me who is put in to gain the victory to 
day ?’’ Supposing she misunderstood her, she asked what do you say ?— 
When the same question was repeated with a countenance expressive of 
pleasure and confidence. It was then answered, the Captain of our salva- 
tion. ‘* Yes,—there isnoother. I do’nt know who will gain the victory to 
day ; I thought I should yesterday: and shecontinued to say something 
about being ready to fight the battle of the Lord under Jesus, which was not 
distinctly heard. Then yourare perfectly ready. ‘ Yes.’’ Any thing more 
to say? any other message to leave? “‘ No,—I have done.” She spake no 
more, only to answer a question ; till about three hours before she died, when 
she wished to have a pillow removed from under her head. One was taken 
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away; but not appearing satisfied, another was removed, when she faintly 
uttered “ there,’’ which was her last word. With her speech, her conscious- 
ness of things around seemed to fail; and she continued to sink, till, with- 
out a struggle or a groan, her spirit returned to God who gave it, and her 
body to the dust whence it was taken, a little past twelve, M. 

And now, dear reader,—do you wish to die the death of the righteous? 
Then live his life, and you may expect it, but not without. If you make 
the God of Jacob your rock, you may expect him to be your ‘ front and rer- 
ward.’ Balaam's wish, without Jacob's life, is vain. ‘* Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my last end be like his.” I repeat it, then, live his 
life, and you may be certain of meeting the reward of the righteous. And 
O! how glorious ! CoMMUNICATED. 

Durham, N. Y., July 21st, 1836. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Severat articles designed for this numberof the Telegraph are necessarily 
deferred for wantofroom. “S. R.” in reply to “ Layman,” will appear in 
the next. ‘ Eladsit’’ is just received. 


“THE CHILD'S CATECHISM.” 


Tuis little work, ‘‘ prepared and published under the direction of the Ec- 
clesiastical Board of Trustees for the Propagation of the Gospel,”’ is now out 
of Press and ready for delivery. It is one of the most plain, simple and valu- 
able catechisms that was ever put into the hands of children. Orders for it 
will be received by the Corresponding Secretary.—Price Six Cents single 
copy ; four Dollars per hundred. 


POETRY. 


Tue eye of God is every where 
To watch the sinners ways ; 

He sees who join in humble prayer, 
And who in solemn praise. 


One glance of thine, eternal Lord, 
Can pierce and search us through; 

Nor heav'n, nor earth, nor hell afford 
A shelter from thy view ! 


The universe, in every part, 
At once before thee lies ; 

And every thought of every heart 
Is open to thine eyes. 


Prepare us, Lord, to pray and praise 
With fervent, holy love ; 

And fit us by thy word of grace 
To worship the above. 


Erratum. Page 360, in the title of the article, for “ and’’ Exposition,. 
read an Exposition. 





